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ries fan. 6.

SERMON XIll.
ON.

Prov 8 21.

Thaot { snaycanfe shofeithat lome me to inberit [M;.
Jtanes, and Iawill fill thxcir Treafures,

in the beginning of this Book of the Proverbs, ¢tpeci-

At St. Ma- T‘Hcy are the words of Wifdom v.1. and that by Wildm

1633 At St.

ally in this Chapteris meant Jefus Chrift the Effentiel

Pauls Apr.6. Wifdom of the Fatheris {o plain, amd the Agguments ‘to prove

1656.

k arg'fo pregnant, that we need not to doubt of it, whatever the
Sacinians ‘plead -to-the comtrary.’ Bat it'will ferve my purpefe(in

See Mrnolds gzt ] mtend inmy handling of “this Texr ) to -take it comple-

in Gatedh.

Races. gu. 2. xively for Chrift and his Grace, which s true faving Wildom, as
pag. 213, 213. fin and iniquity in this whole'Book s commonly calied folly,and

(3

Dol

-

Sinners fools. And fo the Text (without further Prcface) com-
~ mendcth Chrift and his Grace to us by a fourfold excellency,which
in all other things that we account good, we are wont to be won-
derfully taken with,and why fhould we not be more taken within
Chrilt,in whom they are to be found in greatetiEminency?They are

1. Reality, and therefore called fabftance.

2. Perpetsity. No fuch things as we vfe to call Moveables,
but a latting, cverlafting inheritance. That I may canfe o inbe-
fit: &Co i

3. Fulnefs. Iwill fil'their Treafures. . :

4 Freenefi of the comveyance, tor hcirs and inheritors are not
weat to g purchafcrs of what they inberis. All this in Chrift, and
all promifed to thofi which love bim. That’s the qualitication of
the perfons to whom all this is promifed, which I (hall take no-
tice and make ufe of 1n the application. :

The firft particular affordeth us this infiruion, That there isa
true, (olid fubfaniial reality in Chrift and his grace, in himfelf
and to thewm shat love bims for fo the woids are W 7'1'%?'7

at
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Thas I maycanfe to inberit. But what 2 s it to jmberis the: wind ?
.(for fuch akind of inberitance fome come to, cap. 11. 39 ) fome -~ .
cmpty airy vanity? ‘

No (youmay fay) it’s here meant of outivard riches, which op;,
in that Non-age of the Church God ufed to promife to hischit- -
dzen, and by ther to train them up to obedience.

And (o not only in our ordinary fpeech Rich men ave called
fubftantial men, butalfo in Scripture phrafe (at lealt as we tran-
flace it) our poflcflions, riches or treafures are called owr fub-
“Romce, Fer. 15. 13. and orherwhere very frequently, Nay (ag
fome conceive ) this Hebrew word @ tranflated: here fiebjbance
1s given to Gold and Rubies, Prov 20. 15. and therefore accord-

_ingly herein the Text by fubtance in the beginning of the verfe
is meant nothing but that which isexprefled by trealuresin the
end.of it, and by ncithes of them any other thing meant, bue
ontarard weslth sud rickes, whichin thofe dayes God: frequent-
ly promifed to his people, and they whilit they walked with him
more ufually enjoyed. A

In anfwer to which/Lonly hint thefe few particulars. - Sol.
. v Fhat if Godlinife then have the promife of this life as well
as of that wbhics is 1o come, it will be the more defirable, And
if Chvift sbe wifdom of thé Rather include ous#ard richesin this
his promie, Fhope he will-be more valuable, when he is 25 an
aple of gold thus fer in a.pillure of filver. :

2. Tadd thatalthough God in. that non-age of the Churdlt
did more frcquently promife and beffow on his people: ountward:
mercies and- riches, yet ncver fb.as tobe-their true inheritance
and f{ubftance 3 but only foas Chrilt andhis grace and: Salvati--
on.was:typed out by. them and weapt up'in-them, : :

3. 1 do notfind that in any place of the old Teftlament chis
Hebsew. word: W is neacfarily to be underltood o1 omtward riches
or-fubflances or they called: By this Hebsew mame, furc Fam (hey:
arc not in that place inentioned, Proz. 20. 1§. 3V W' doth
not fay that AMis Wy thav gold: is- fubjtunse; but. the word Wy
thexe isa verd. [ubjtantive in the ordinary fenle of it, Ef awrum,
there is gold, as our Tranilators render it, .

4 Should omtsward riches any where ele be called by that or
any like name which may fignify fubjtance; we muit neccfarily
conceive and grant that it is.(accordi.g to the Apoftles phrafe)

- fPoken after. the. mamner of men, according as they are wont to
judge and Ipcak ofthem, which mznner of fpeaking the Holy-

Ghoit in Scripture dildaineth not {ometimes to ftoop to, and ;:::
- .
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Gen. 1. - tmake ufe of, as when he calls the Musn one Of;lie two greus
~ lights becaufe common ‘people ordinarily think (o, and the hea-~
Tit. 1, then Poets Propbets becaufe they clieemed them o, Anufage.

_ not to be condemned in Scrprure, when ufually pfa@ifed in o-°
. ther moft approved Authors, with whom logui cwm vxlgo was no
Solecifme, nor did they thinkthey abufed their hearer or reader
if they made ule of the common - Nomenclature and of words
~ Jsvdorspas if but ordinarily though abulively tuken.

5. But it ontward riches fometimes in Scripture be called fieb-
ftance in the-worlds finfe, yet (tobe fure) it’s never in: Gods and
the Scriptures own fenfe, for-according to that it fpeaks of them
at a quite other rate, and makes a-dircCt contrasy eftimate of them,
and mitead of judging them to be folid fubltance, or as (as our

- Luke 16.1%  Savieur calls it ) the tiwe treafure and our chict fubliance, cfiecms
" w30, andcalls them- 74 indyssa the Jeaft things, and inftead of ma-
~ U 12 King them our own proper ioheritance, €aréles anotber mans.
’ --And therefore when. Jefus Chrilt here promitcth to them thas
~ love bim 10 make them inberis fubflance, we {hould much wrong
« both himand ourfclves if we thould interpret it only or chicfly
" of thelc.poor little Nothings and Non-entities. No, whether with
them or without them he meaneth fomething infinitcly better
- and more fubflantial, though more fpiritnal, in and from himfelf,
" which muft be included and is chiefly intended in this his pro-
* mife, and which fuch ofhis fervants as do indeed love bim, do
asreally and fubftantially find made good to them in his per-
formance. That there is a fubftantial reality in Chrift and his
Grace, inhimfclf and to shem thas love bim,that’s the point.

And (o feveral Interpreters render the word @' in the Texe
by Uwaekis Effensia, fubfiantia, id-guod cff, and efle perpessum and
the like, by all endeavouring to exprefs that truc lolid permanent
reality, whichisinand by C hrit, that real fubflance that is in
Him, and that folid allufficignt -fubfiftence, which his fervants
kaveor may have by him.

. And therefore in Scripture up and down, and frequently in
~ this book of the Proverbs compared to feveral things, but cfpe-
cially to fuch as are moft folid and fubfantial. - _
Prev. 3. 1. To pearls and precions flomes, luch as are not more -precious
: than fol/id and dwrable. . '

Of metals, to filver and the_fineft gold. My fruit is bester than
gokd, yea shan fine gold, v 1g. of thischapter. 1p0) X1y the
latter of which words hath firength and folidity in its fignificacions

: fo
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fo folid and compact aé fire it (elf can very hardly work upon and 7eb 22. 25,
not at all waftc:{ometimes compared to fovd : but to bread, not to Grotins. .
frothy Kickfhaws, but to bread, which is folid nourifhment and /@ ss. 2.
the fiaff of mans life, nox that bread which perifbeth, but which Ffah 104. 16,
enduresh to everlafting life, Fobn 6. 27. fometitucs to Clothing,
" but it’s PP MDD not a Cobweb Tiffany but durable and fub-
fantial clothing, If.23. 18. .
And in the 181b verle of this Chapter this Wifdom faith, thae
~ with her is P\ '\ Durable Riches. The word tranflated
Ricbes tiguificth fubffances but as though that were not enough to
exprefs how fubftantial this wifdom was, the Epithet pry is ad-
ded, which fignifieth durablenefs and firength, becaule things thae
- arefolid and ftrong are durable.  So here, as though the word
Jubftance were not enough to exprefs the (ubftantialnefs chat is to
be found in. Chrift and his Grace, the word M3t is added,
which rendreth it hereditary and o more durable. Dwrable Riches
~ there, and here f{ubftance, but durable and hereditary as the Apo- <
ftle calls it xgeivTore Smapuy iv boprols x wirsger, Hebr. 10. 34.
a better and enduring fubjtance. In the beginning of that verfe you
- read thac thofe Hebrews tor Chrifts fake had indured 73y dexag iy
#ay Swagybvlay, the lofs of their goods, and they are there called
vadexorla, as though they had fome fubfitence by them; againft
which Sxdpxorle, he fets this Smagke, this real fubflance. which
they have in a.d by Chrift, which he calleth xgeirlora 5 uiresar,
a far better fubjtance , becaule indwring to everlajting life. The
durablenefs of it we fhall confider in the third point, and only the
fubftantialnefs of it in chis. :
And (for more particalar proof) that muft needs be account-
ed fuch, whichis (o,
1. In it felf and its being.
. 2. Inits effe@s and operations. |
- But thus both ways is Chrift, and that grace and blifs which he
bringeth with him. :
Firft in himfelf and his own being and effence. Heis Febovas Reaf. 1.
Tha(’s his Name and Memorial which he will be known by, H)/.
12. 5. Exod. 3. 15 aword which fignifieth bis being in and of
bimfelf, and who gives being to all bis words and works. A Noun
Subfiantive ‘which hath part of all the Tenfes ot the Verb Sub-
ftantive in it, Prefent, Preter, Future, and fois in the Ncw Tefla-
ment {polien out more at large by § dy xé fr 5§ iexbuw@ , He
that is, and was, and isto come, Revel. 1. 8. which, 35 it telleth
o : z . - -y
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you that he reacheth to and infinitely exceedeth all times, fo that
heis fubftantial inall. The Hebrews will have that name to be
éysugénilor, they dare not, they cannot utterit, Tam {ure none of
us can comprehend it and rife up to that tranfcendert Entity.
which that name points at. It was Chrift the fecond perfon of the
facred Trinity that appeared and fpake to the Fathers of old, and-
‘when he was asked his Name, he anfwered, I am that I ams,
Exod. 3. 14. many blcfled and Divine Truths that expreflion may,
hold out unto us. A

Iam bath fens me unso you. \But what is that Iam ? or what
art thou ? why heas it were fubfcribes a blank, and bids you write
-what you by faith and according to the promife would have him
to be, or what you fland in nced of him to be toyou. Heis .
médrla, Col.3. 11. Heis 4l to your faith and wants.

And yet nething, or flands innced of nothing out of himfelf.
'Lamtbat Tam. Logick Rules do not circumfcribe God, nor fhould-
our Reafon. An Idemical predication s not here abfusd, but moft-
Divine.. Nothing 1sin God out ot his Efftnce. 7otus Dens eft tosa.
Effentia. All in God is only Effence, and All Bffence : fo that
bave we bat Him, in Him we have all things. ,

But to pafs by thefe and fuch other as may be added, to my

Col. 3.11. om- prefent purpofe,from thence I oblerve what I am now treating of,

nibus inflar  Thatin Chrift (who there {pake to Mofes) there is a {ubftantial

Pl J9er scaliey for the fupply, aud that i folidum of all the wants of the

3 Irael of God. 1am.. The Verb Subflantive exprefleth how fub-
ftantial and real he is, thatas God he is § &y 733, 3 dureby. What
difference there is between Entity. and Reality, let the Metapbyft
cians difpute 3 but our more Divine Metaphyficksaffure us, that
both mcet in our Saviour, that there isa real fubflantial Being in-
him, and'thatashe gaveall thingsat fitft their hatural being, fo
heisthe fountain of all {piritual being to his people, and that is-
no lefs but more real becaufe (piritual, as we fhall fee hereafrer..

Here Ens, Unnms, versm, bowsm convertuntser. Therxe is a resl true

being and goodnefs, and all in ome Chrift, and all this infinitely tran-

fcending whatever is in the Creature.  He is and had been in him-

{elf God bisffed for cver, although he had never by.any operation. -

or other manifeftation of himfelf made it known to the Creature

. In Himlelt He is amoft Real and [ubfamisl Being.

Real, 2. And the moge real, becaufe fpiritual ; i this I fpeak Reafon.-
and Divinity, which every rational, but efpecially every fpisitual.
wen fully affents to, but quite crofs and contrary to the grofs ap-

. prehenfions
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' on Paov. 8 27. 17l
- -prehenfions and carnal lufts of dall, ignorant, fenfual, brutifh
mnen, who are of the Sadducees Religion, who held that chere is
meither Angel mor Spirit becaufe they can fee ncither, 48s23. 8.
and of Thomas his belief, who xnlef; he might. fee in Chiiit’s
-bands the prim of the mails, and thruft bis band iuto bisfide would
a0t believe, Fobn 20. 25. norcan they any thing (oo not of God
and Chrift) but what (enfc can fec, or fenfuality rclith.  Like lips
:like Lestice, as groflct bodies feed heartiliclt on grofles food, and
would be piued with dainties, and relith chat denk be@t, that is
thick, and ftrong, and heady. Of thefe I thall again fpeak a little
‘in the Application, Bat for the prefent on the contrary to thofe
that ‘are drawn off from thefe more grofs Lees and dregs, cither
-by more refined natural (peculation or fpiritualizing grace, this
grofs corporeity hach mote of matter and (0 of Potentiality, and
lefs of . Entity; But the mosefpiritual any thing is, the more of
;form it hath and o more of ¢ffence and adtivity, nay a more like-
‘nefs and nearer approximation to God who'is a fpirit, Fobn 4e
24 and therefose the more fpirisxal any thing is, the more
Reality and Being- there is in it, becaule mose likenefs to God,
who is the moft perfect and fupreme being, and therefore the Ex-
-emplar of all others. 1 fay the more fpiritual the more real, and
therefore whatfoever groffes beads and hearts think, yet the two
-molt fpieitnsl chings that we as nien and as Chriftians ate capable’
-of (and they ase learning and grace ) are the greatef realities, and
therefore the word W) which propetly fignifieth fabftance, ,
Effence, 0t Being, is in the Old Toflament often put for Wifdom. 72 61313
Miceb 6. 9. 7T in the Hebrew ous Tranflations render ¢be 7723
“man of wifdom : and vtherefore well may Fefus Chrift the Effential :’".‘" %28,
Wifdoms ot the Father and that faving Wildom which we have by
him be bere called W fubffance, ot id quod eft,as Funins tranflates it,
besaule (0 much che more [wbftantisl, asit is fpiritwal. ‘And thie
firtt in themfelves. :
. 2. Bat foalfo in their effeds and operations, for fo your rule is.
Prowt fe res babet in offe, #din operari, and & comverfo : fuch as
sbe effedd is, fuch is the canfé alfo when it worketh per fe, and from
its own nature 3 fothac if fire seally beateth otber things, we may
fafely conclude, that it is bot in it felf, and accordingly if Chrift
and his Grace put fosth scal operations on and in us, they muft
be greater scalities in thernfel ves. : :
Faith js wo fancy, but an wésaers, Hebr. 11.1. gives a real
fpiritual fubfificnce to things chat are not, a fubfiftence and firm
foeting to a belicver, .who as to all other props and fuppofrs is
utterly finking. ‘ Z2 Nor 0
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Fob8. 14 . Not ate his bopes aenlad iawideg. not as a Spiders Web, or gi-
11, 20. ving up the Ghofty as fome others are called : poor thin conceipts
and notions. No. They are as an Anchor [ure and fledfaft, Hebr.

6 19. at which he rideth fafely when others are over-whclmed.
Nor is his Love anempty Complement with a Depart in peace,

be you warmed and filled, &c. Fames2. 16, but that xix@- that - -

labin- of it which the Scripturc {peaks of, 1 Thef: 1. 3. Hebr. 6.
10. that &idgyea of it by which faith is aiiuated, Gal. 5. 6.
fheweth that it is in deed andin truth, 1 Fobn3.18. - )

The Imputation of Chrif’s vighseoufnefs to us in Fuftification, is
not putative, Or putatitious, as {ome of us lifp, and the Papnfts
{peak it our, Butan Imprifon’d Dcbtour would not f{o judge of
the imputation of his friends payment made: over to bim. 1t’s no
dream when (with Peter, Afls 12. 9, 10. now fully awake) he
feesh the prifon doors opemed, and himfelf fet a¢ liberty. He will -
fay (becaufe he finds it) to beahappy reality. And (o doth -
very pardoned finncr 5 when he findeth fiw pardoned, perfon ac-
ceptedy areconciled Father [miling, and the Comforter witneffing
bis peace, he cannot but with much comfort and thankfulnefs
fay that thefe are greateft reslities. Indeed Fuftificasionisa Re- -
lativc Grace, and we are wont to fay that Relationes fwit mivime
Emtitatis 5 but where both Termini and Fandamentum aze real,
as Chemnitius (heweth it to be fo here, though Bellarmine laugh
at it with {corn, yeta true B:liever that feeleth the benefit of it
rejoiceth in it with humble thankfulnefs. There is greatelt resli-
tyin Gods giving, and infaiths receiving. Chrift hathreally fa-
tisfied for us, and this is reslly conveyed and applied to us. In
this firlt (ep (of juflificarion) weare brought to be poffeffed of
Cbrift, and then fure we are made to inherit fubflance.

And if fuch reality in Jullification, then it’s much more evi- -
dent even to realon and fenfein fantification, and what followes
it, till we come atlaftto Glory. Asforinftance. .

1. They wotk very real changes inthe heasts and lives of men,
fo that it cometh to the Apofiles usrauoppids 7% dyaxwrdoe o3
vods, Rom. 12.2. toatransformationand remewal, .or new mold-
ing, and that net only of the outfide looksand geftures and car-
riages in an outward form of goodnefs, but even of the mind, yea
of the very fpirit of she mind, Epbef. 4. 23. of the very inmoft
and_chiefett of the inward man : fo that althouph the convert be
no {uch changling asnot to be the fame man in his natural indivi-
, duulity, and fo the change in thatfenfe is not Jubllamtial, yetina

- : true
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‘true moral and (piritusl fenfeit is eminently reale  Though it be
thefame firing, yet it is quite otherwile new-tuned, all old things .
being paft away, aiid all 1bings become mew in this uew creature,
2 Cor. 5. 17. When the fpiris of the Lord (which was only a
fpirit of Government) came upon Saml, it is faid he was tury- .
ed into asother man,1 Sam. 10. 6. But when another kind of (piric
(a fpirit of real fan&tification ) came upon another Sax! (or Pamd)
. he was much farther from being the former man he was, and
therefore faith, {8, ¥l sye, Gal 2. 20. which Beza and
Grotius paraphralc, Is qui rfueram non fum, Ilive, but not the
fanie man Iwas, orifyou fay that benot the fenle of the Apo-
ftle in that place, and indced I doubt it, yet Iam furcit’s that
which many happy converts find in their heartsand lives, fo that
they may fay with that convert in .-dmbrofe, Ego non fumego, 1am
not My felf, not my former finful felf, Tam not more the fame
man that I was, thin the new man is the old man, Epbef. 4. 22, 24+
. or light is darknefs, Act. 26. 18. when the Lion is become a
Lamb, I(3. 11.6. and Epbraim, who was bid let alone as infe-
parably joined to Idols, Hsf: 4. 17, faith, what have I 80 do with
Idols ? Hof. 14 8. when Paul of a perfecutor is become a Preach-
er, and Lusher a zcalous Proseftant of amonachus infaniffimus (as )
he calleth himfelf) 6f a mad monk, ready (as he confefleth) to kill Prefar.in Tom.
any chat in ni [yllabs (hould detra& from the Popes obediences 1. fuorum ope-,
when the prauJ’atc made bumble, the froward, meek, the cruel, ™™
merciful : yea and fuch as by their natural tempers and accu-
flomed practice were fometimes moft unclean, fenfual and pro-
fane, afterwards become e¢minently holy and (piritual and hea-
venly. Such great changes Laétantius undestakes by the word of
Cbhrift to make : and fuch, Chriltand His Grace hath made in all
ages: indeed fo great that none elle could make them, and fo
vifibly appearing not only to themfelves and friends, but to the
eyes and confciences of ' their worft enemies, that they could not
be only notions and phanfies, juggles or outfide hypocritical
fhews and vifards, but greateft realities, and {o cleareft evidences
that Fefus Chrift is she Amen, the faishful and true witmefs, and Revel. 3.14.
thefe are the réal and aGual putting of his fexvants into poflcffion
of part of that inberitance, which he. here in the Textbequeathes
them ; where he promifeth them that he will canfe them to inbe.
rit [ubftance.. :
2. A Second great work which Chrift and his Grace work,

and thereby fully manifet their true and ecminent reality, is the
* quicting - -
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“Thisis allmy
defire,
2 Sam, 23. §.

Ifa.29.8.
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quicting of Believers bearts, and this triple. 1. In fatisfying theit

defires. 2. Incomforting them in “their gricfs and anguithes in
this lift. 3. In moft fully and eminently perfe@ing all in
glory. , :

- 1o Infatisfying sbe defires of owr Souls, and they as we are men
are very large, but as Belieyers, and fo far more enlarged by the
Divine fpirits breathings, are in a manner infinite. -Now pain-

~ ted viands will not fatisfic 4 real appetite, nor will a man thatis

hungry indeed, though he dream of cating when heis affecp, be

fatisfied with it when he is awate.

-Gage.

“In"Athenxis.

'De"”l‘ ldl‘.
log p.19.

Indeed corporal food may fatisfy bodily.hunger: a beat may

have a belly full; but that muft be folid not frothy trafh, clfe
you will foon again be hangry, asfome of latehave told us of the
tufcious fruits in America; or they are very much diftempgered
bodies and appetites, which fuch fluffcan farisfy.

Phanfie may be (atisfied with pbantafms as ahildren may be

-quicted with toyes and rattles, but the intell fixal appetite 1s more
-both carious and ferious, and infome things is not quicted with-

out folid demontftrations, and yet in fome other things takes up
in very thin acd empty notions, efpecially (fuchis ous{elf love)
if they beour own, as Cafaubon fome where profeffcth that he
was fully apaid for all his laboursinhis ftudies with the content
he took by one poor Criticifms and Hadriew the Cardinal
‘when he meets with an Alixd, or Aliter or fuch like particle well
fet, he thinks he hath found a Jewel. ,
But thofe more divine hungrings and thirflings, which the
fpirit of God seally raifcth in the hearts of his people, are not

- fatisfied with fuch husks and puff-pafis, which do rather feed

*7obi'6.';z,
"33

tfuriem anime than cfurientem animam. Wherefore do you' fpend

‘montcy for that which is not bread, and your labowr for shat wbich
fatisfiesh not ? faich the Prophet, Ia. 55. 2. 1t muft be bread

the flaff of man’s life, which upholdeth the bodily life, and it
mutt be the srue bread of life which came down' from besven,
which only can fatisfie the cruly hungring foul and feed it -+
cverlafting life. And that Chrift and bis grace bothis and doth.

" His flefp is meas indeed, and bis blowd drink indeed, Fobn 6. 55

dandly Pewuig, nay dgros smibareg pamis [uperfubftantialis, asfome
tranflate and expound thatin Massth. 6.11. Chriftis fubfianrial,
Juper[abflantial bread, that really and morc than {ubfientially
feeds and fatisfiesh the hungry foul, his grace, his peace and the

; ljght of his comntentance do abundantly fill and feaft its longing

defires
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defires and sppetite. As for me 1 will bebold tby face in rightesnf:
wefi, I fhall be [asisfied when I awake with thy likgnefi, (aith Dg-
wid, Pfsl. 17. 15, Ibave all and abonund, 1 am full,faith Paul,Phih
4. 18. when he had tafted of Chritt’s (weetne(s in a fmall prefeac’
which.they had feat him: and thezefore he appears to be fwbance
whileft he thus fubftantially fatisfieth our vaftet defires. But of '
this more in the fecond point ; in which we fhall confider of his
falnefs, which in the latter part of the vetle he promifech fhall fi’
oner Treafures. ,
2. Byaffording folid comfort in our moft prefling, pinching,
fmarting gricfs and anguifhes of inward or outward man. He is
a {ubflsatial real ﬁicnnsindccd who can and will help ata dead
lift. The true God puts counterfeit Idols upon this trial of their
being God by doing good or evil, Ifa. 41.23. and bids ¢heir wor-
fhippers go o them to deliver them in the time of their tribulation,
Fudg. 10. 14. Tt’s but an boHow reed which breaks , and rather 11w, 36, 6.
wounds than fupports when fuch weight is laid on it: but itsa
folid foundation that then will be able to keep us up from finking,
Such is Chrift and his Grace, careth Peter’s wives motber in sbe Manh. 8,15
beight of & fever: and when Peter himfelf was now finking, im- ‘
mediately firescbeth ous bis band and [avesh-bim, eafeth and quict- aarth. 14.30...
cth the heart in ourward {uffesings, Che then faid iy s 6iwd ego fum, V. 21,
when ina’ florm he faid ud poBRd¢) and seviveth the Soul now
dying away in fenfe of God’s anger, and othcr inward anguith
" es, fob 33. 18.t0 26. Thofe real felt Cures plainly evidence .
how able and fubftantial a Phyficiaw Chriftisy (w0t a5 thicy Fob 13. '
4 TR Phyficians of o valws ). and how loveraign phy-
fick his grace and peaceasc. And withal it prevesteth os an-
{wereth an Obje&@ion whicha profanc heast may beready to make
againft all chis that hath been faid, 2ig.
That thefe we fpeak of are filly, frantick, or at bet moping Obj.:
melancholick men, theis tronbles are but fond and wedk imagine-
" sioms, and thercfore their both deliveramces. and deliverers may
be anfiverable, not real, but only imsginary, and fo the Childs -
pin-prick becauf he is filly and it is nothing, may be blown whole,
and the melancholick man’s Jaesbas whilctt he is drowfing may.
fecl very heavy and feem dreadful,which as foon as be openeth
his eycs. vanitheth. Like fo thefe fome may conceive all the
wounds and burdens of Chriftians sroubled Confciences but _me--
lancholich fancies, and gloomy thadows, and as little {ubftan-
tialnets in chelt Cure, sicdwith afiraw and loofsd winh o fmb:;;
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and therefore may look at Minifters as fo many jogling Mounte-
. banks, whoto gain more rcpute or to make a.living of it with
fleighe of hand, tie fuch falfe knots, which are-aseafily untied
. Exod. 8.19. and lcofed,and then cry cur, Digitus Dei bie, or as they of Simon
‘Afs8. 10, Magus, Srés sy & MNiapss o3 008 § psydan, This is the greas
power of God. '
Ant To which I anfwer,
- That it is too ‘true, that too often the maladies of many of
" God’s people do arife from ignorance and from melancholick
mifiakes, and like imaginary caunfes, which with Gods blcffing
- fometimes by a very little light and help may be cured, as the Bug-
bears which the frighted man thought he {aw in the dark,by a lit-
tle candle-light brought in are driven away. -

1. But yet fometimes the effc@s of thofc weak and imaginary
carfes may prove very real and firong: fuch as {ometimes pofe
the ableft Phyfician’s skill co Cure what they work in the Body,.as
in fome real Difcafes and diftracions from frights caufed by &mc
vain Bugbears. And none but Jefus Chrift our Phabus, and only
Phyfician, can remove the fad'effe@s of them in fome mens Souls,
fo that he fhines out to be the true fun of Rigbteonfefs, in thathe
can bring bealing 2o them in’ bis wings, Mal 4. 2. .

- 2. Nor are all their maladies melancholick fanciess When theAr-

Fob 6. 4. rows of the Almighty fuck faft in Fobs heart, and ‘the "poyfon
shereof drunk wp bis fpiris, they were more than the Child’s pin-

rick that was betore fpoken of : not to be blown whole, but on-

yy, by the fpirit’s breathing. And when God’s wrath lay heavy up-

Pfal. 88.7. on the Plalmift, and his band preffed bim fore, it was more than

38. 2. the melancholick man’s conceised night-mare. -
Nor was Ananias a Jugler fent by Chrilt to play tricks with
ABs 9. Paul, when he was fent to fupportand comfort him in that agony

he then was in. The wounds of many a poor Sinner’s Confii-
ence have beenreal and very deep, nor were they painted fires that
the Martyrshave been broiled in.  Real tranfcendent anguifhes in
both kinds they have been, that many of God’s peeple have been
exercifed with, when nothing but realiciescould fatisfie or com-
fort, and both Scripture and Church-fiory all along, and the ma-
nifold experiences of God’s people in all ages have abundantly
teftificd, thatin the worft of them Chrift hath ftood by them and
fupported them, and thereby proved himfelf a real friend. His
Grace, and Peace, and Joy, have been real Cordials to their fad
hearts, {o as to inable them to indurethofe torments, not onl;I 4
- - wit
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‘with patience, but with joy and glorying. Sure faith was the
Jaubftance of shings n's feen, and when the wind or breathing of the
fpirit did blow them on and lift them up fo frongly, it was fome-
thing fully felt by them, when not feen by others. '

3. Nor laftly let us conceive them as fo many frantick or filly
dull men, more obftinate than honeft, like Hereticks that will ra-
sher pars wish their life than ébeir opinion, ot more bonet than wife
to harden themfclves againtt fufferings, and prodigally to have
thrown away their lives which they might have faved and have
been no lofcrs. David in Scripture-account was a wife man, and s Sam.18.14,
Haman is there reckoned upamongft the wifif, who underwent 1 Kings 4.31
- thefe anguifhes, and the Murgyrs (whatever the wile men of the
world think) were #0 fools, veedlidly to caft away their precions
lives that they might fave their more precion; fouls s No dull thick-
skinned fools as not really to feel thofe tortures, nor fuch filly
fools as to. conceit themftlves into a fools paradife of fancied
comforts and joyes. No,as their fufferings for Chrift aboxnded, (o
sbeir Confolaions abounded by Chrift, 2 Cor. 1. 5. both were very
rcal and eminent, and thereby Chuilt really and eminently ma-
nifefted to them and to all the world how folid and fubftantial
that comfort is which he, his grace and prefence brings, and
that in the cltimate of wileflt men, and that when they are fit to
judge molt wifely, and that is in trial of affliGions, for vexatio
dat intelleClum, in death it {elf, and bora mortis is boras veritatis,
then the very Heatbens (as fome difpute) were wont to divine,
and therefore thereis more hope that true Chriftians might bet-
ter-then underfland wbat is truthe The nighs the Grecks call
dvpedrn as the fiteeft time for men to apprehend and judge aright
of things, and in this late evenipg of a Chriftians life, he (as well
as fome other worfe men) fee truth more clearly than in all the
former brighteftday of theirlife. Thenit is that wilet Chrifti-
ans when they have had their beft wits moft about them, have
moft fully found, feen and felt molt real comforts and joyes from
Chrit and his Grace in the midft of moft really fele anguithes,
fo that when with Fob they ate made 10 poffefs monshs of vanity, 3,54, 5,
and wearifome sights on fuch fick death-beds, eventhen from
what realivies they find in Chrift and his grace and peace they
can feelingly and joyfully fay in the words of the Text, that
they iuberit fubflance. This bread of life is the Raff of life ina
weak mans hand, when he is fainting, and jfrengthenetb bis bears
when now dying.
‘ Aa 3. 7And
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" 3. Andif Chiiftbe found to be thus real and fubflantial to us

in this our vain life and in the worft of it, then doubt not but
that when he hath once gotten us ‘into Heaven, we fhall then

~ find that he hath there caufed us to inberis fubftance. Whillt we

are here, weare all the while but in our non-age, and the beft
that we pofle(s here, is but the earneft of our inberitamce which
we arethere to enter upon, Epbefc 1. 14+ and then if the earnef
be fo great, what will be the inberitance? The Apottle faith that
itis incorruptible, undefiled, that fadeth not away, but referved
in beavenfor us. And all that, fpeaKs it to be folid and fubftantial.
And fo weread thatthe New Ferufalem licth four-fquare, Revel.
21. 16. and the wall hath twelve foundations, v. 14. and the
bui!dimg of it of Fafper, v. 18. all the gates fo many pearls, and
the fircet, pure gold, v. 21. all fo folid, that they plainly fhew
how fubftantially there Chrift provideth for us. Oh how mafly
will that Crown of Glory be? what will not that didyror 8éers
Ji¢ns weigh down ?- Here I may fpeak much, but ncver enough
fully to fet out the reality and tranfcendency of that blifs, which
Heaven affords, and what Chrift and his prefence will be there
tous tocternity. Dems & calum non patiuntur Hyperbolen: and
thercfore I forbear, and only fay, make us but fure of Chrift
whillt we live, and of Héaven when we die, and fo both now
and then we fhall be able to fet our feal+o this truth, aud to the-
truth of Chrift in it, thac this his promife in the Textis yes and
Amen, faithfully promifed, and both here and efpecially in Hea-
ven fully and fubftantially made good; when Chrift fhall at the
laft day (ay, Come ye bleffed, inberit the Kingdom. His band will
perform what bis mouth here in the Text promifeth, that he will
make them that love bim to inberit [ubflance.
. And then bappy art. thox O Ifrael, who i like unto thee 7-25
Mofes {pake, Deut. 33. 29. For ever and thrice happy are they
who ((«s the Text defcribes them) love Fefus Chriff and that re-
ally and in fincerity, for whom this fubffance, thefe (ubftantial
Juremercies of David are provided for an inberitance. Whilfto-
thes in the worlds vain Dialedt are called the fubffantial men,be
you well fatisficd with this fubflance, and although others de-
ride you for fatisfying your felves with chin empty notions (as
they count them) of fpiritual joyes and comforts (which they
cannot fec) ina cracified Chrift which they cannot-skill of, yetif
the covetous man (one of the words fubjtantial men) when o-
thers bifs at bim can yet appland bimfelf when he Jaoks on his
money
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‘money in bis Cheff, how much more may they who only coper
Fefus Chrit and his grace, blefs themfelves or God sather, when
they find this folid true ‘treafure in their hearts? He that fhould
fill his barns with the gayes and -flowers of the ficld, would
have but a pining crop of it, whilft he that is. ttored with folid-
grane will have wherewith to fubfift whenall that chaffis blown
away in a windy day. Give me therefore the Oak, which when
the winter froft or the vibknt ftorin hath made itesft its leaves,
hath yet its fubffance init, Ifa. 6. 13. And whatever other mat-
ters the men of this world mag have and I want, yet let Jefus
Chrift (according to the former particulars) make a blefled and
real changein my heart and life, in my greate@® wants fatisfie my
defires, which their fulnefs increaleth, and quiet my bears in my
inward or owtward anguifbes, which the thought of their formee
plenty aggravateth: will he pleafe to be but my comfort in
death, and my portion in heaven, thelec will be true folid realities,
and' I will both here and for ever in heaven with humble and
chearful thankfulnefs fay, that whatever circumftamtials I have
wanted, yet he hath made good this his word to me, that he
hath caufed me #o inberit fubffance. Thete is fubffance and reality
in Chrift, and thercfore if thou loveft and enjoyeft him, as 8o- _
lomon faith, Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink shy )
wine with a merry bears, for thou art rcally a moft fubfiantial
happy, blefled man.
able yct more blefled, if thou beeft and carricft thy felf anfwer-
!u
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At St. Ma-- A N Dthis leadeth to

ries April, The fecond-Application of this pointswhich difcovereth to.

27. 1656: us a double mifcarriage, and preff€thupon us a double contra

Ufe. 2. duty. For it in Chriﬁ'h‘mc be fuch real and fubfiantial worth
and cminency, our.fiais 1. not making him in this re(pe& the ob-
je@ and matter of our choice, 2. the pattern of our imita-
tion. .

LSn, Our fuft and great mifcarriage is in our choice, thatit. is not of

' Chrift and bis grace, in whom thereis fuch real and fubfamial
worth; but of fin, and the-content of the creature, in” whic
there isat the beft fo much vanity and emptinefs. :

1. For fip. It>s a .very painted-harlot without the leaft true

TheDevil pro- and real beauty. Indeed it looks and fpcaksbig, and promifeth
z‘;‘;“e"‘!:"t‘; very fair, even all precions fubftance, Prov. 1.13. What fubftance !
give Gold - preciows fubftamce ! and allprecioms fubfiance ! they are very great
which proves words and promifes, as greag as Chrift himfelf. could make ; as.
but lcaves  the foslifb weman in the latter end: of Prov. g. inviteth follow-
‘:“" “1‘:"“;{'"‘ ers with the fame words that wifdems didin the beginning of it..
promifed  And as Chiilt callech himfelf 1 am, Exod. 3. 140 fo the ke
_ Ccontenr)  Chrifts they fay #74 iye ofpus, Luke 21. 8. But they are hercin
butreal only falic Prophets, for the Scriptwre of sruth (peaks far otherwife of-
gr"‘c':'a'lzl“m 4 them, and calls them by other truer names, as deceitful lnfs,
thas mifery. EpbefS 4 22. and lying vanities, Jonab 2.8, So far from any
fubfianial goodnefs 10 them, of which they are fuch privations, as
that they tall fhort ofany true realentity. For cercamnly fig is no:
Jubflance.. ~ -7 '

2. And for all Creaturc-contents how unfubfantial they
allare we may learn from the Names, which the Scripture gives.
them, :

1. 7% Pfil. 39. 6. Images, Piflures; which ufe to flatter
and at beft (Cas they ave called) are but counterfeits, have only.

a
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a refemblance, butno reality, if(Cas you call it) ¢ she life, yet
noto truth. - ‘

2 Schcmes andg Fafhiong, 1 Cor. 7. 31. though in fathion,
yet vain, fickle, and which foon pafs- away.

Sbadows, 1 Chron. 29. 15. whichindced oft fhew greater
than the bedy, but are only from the intercepting of heaven®s
light, and (o have nothing of fubltance in them, fly as we move,
yea and Jecline, though we fand fill :

4+ Fumi umbra the (hadow (not ofa great rock, as Chrift is,
Ifa. 31. 2. but). of & fleeting clowd, and of fmoak prefently
fcattered.

5. Nay owd; $raq, not only a thadow, but which is more vain,
the very dream of a fhadow. ’
6.. And fo the Scripture oft exprefleth our content in them by
dreams, Fob 20. 8, Pfal. 73. 20. than which (though fome.
times pleafing, yet) nothing is mose confuled and empty, and at

the firft opening of our cyesquite vanith. T

7. To this purpofe alfo it is, that they are called Phanfier,.
Ad. 25.23. asindecd of all our needlets (uperfluities, what is
more than for fupply of neceflities and moderate delight, isitany
thing but mere phanfic ? And isany, thing more vain and empty ?
s there any fubftantial reality in that which is only fancaftical -
and merely imaginayy ? . ¢ _

8. The Scripture goeth yet further, and calls them nullities,
Non-entities, Nothings 727 R? ye rejoice in 3 thing of noughs,
Amos 6. 13. \'R Tbap which, is not, Prov. 23. 5. that are
either #othing in themfelves, . or in cale we lay our.firels on.them,
to us will prove nothing, or worfe, a very fpiders web, Fob 8.
14, 15. which iflaid hold on will be fure not ¢to uphold, but
it may be will poyfon the hand that grafps it, (in Tisslo phar-
macum, in pixide venenum.) o

9. Avery lie that hathno reality and truth in it, Pfal. 62. 9.
belie. their Names, as in thofe clegant Antonomafics in which

_thc Prophes much’ delighted, Miicab 1. If they fpeak evil, they
will make them good.. Apbrab in the duft, 2. 10. and Acbzib
will in this fpeak true, it ‘will be a lie, v. 14. but if they pro.
mife good, they will lic to purpofe and perform the quite con-
trary. Sapher beauty naked and afpamed. Zianan will not go forth
though it be Bethezel a next neighbour, v.11. This 35 Phurach
avd all bis multitude, Ezck. 31, 1% bus & noife, Fer. 46. 17,
that makes an hubbub in the world, but ends in filence. O guane

ey e i ' P
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sum oft in rebus inane! How much vanity is there in all fuch
things ! And yethow much more in our vainer hearts? light
ffies to be locatche infuch cobwebs, to build all our prefent com-
forts and all our hopes for étemity upon no more fubftantial but
upon thefe fandy toundations of finful or bare outward plea-
fures, profits, and fuch like enjoyments, that we fhould be fuch

“fuols as toexchange xe/osa yermiar, to part with that maffy
-tried gold which our Saviour profers, as the rude Savages do for

glafs beads, or fuch gay nothings. Mittamys animum adilla que
zterua [unt, contemnamus omnia que aded pretiofs nom fuut, xt an
fint omnino dubinm fit.

Are they but (hews, piCures, and counterfeits 2 then as we

‘laugh atchildren for taking piGures for live men, fo even chil-

dren may pitty us for thefe more childith miftakes, even fenfe.
lefs Idolatries s forfo Idolaters are condemned in the Scriptures
for worthipping painted Idols, Exek; 23. 14, 15. Alas! the
whole world is'now like their Chambers of imagery, Ezek. 8. 12.
hung round about with fuch painted Idols, Nothings OV7'R,
which all forts from all quarters fall down to and worfhip,
and have not fo much knowledge and confideration as
to fay, Ir there not avery lie at owr right band, Ifa. 44+ 18. t0
21 * . § '

Are they adows, and how harddo fuch deluded fools aswe
are grafpthem ? Pro Fuuone nubem, Sxsis Irag the dream of a Pra~
dow. They afford the Jhadow, and our vain hearts bring the

. dream, asPfal. 39. 6.the vain world was & vain fhew, and the

vain man 2N conftamly inflantly walkesh and srudgeth on

.Th;t what we ufe to fay of a man dreaming, thas be is got-
teninto another world, a world of fancies, may be too truly af-
firmed of a world of men moft waking, if ‘wedo but think of

-our phantaftical gaibs, -fathions, behaviours, our whimfical opi-

nions and pra&ices, and (which isworfe) in the thingsof God,
and (whichis wotft ofall) whilft we place our Religion and the
power of Godbimfelf in them, do we not live int & world of pban-

fies 7 like men that look through a triangular glafs, what plea.
-fing -orient colours do they fec? and. whilft we look through

thefe falfc glaflcs, what" gayesand brouches do we fancy ? And

‘thus ‘with the foolith woman A&k talk fo long to our felves

in the glafs that we prove Fairy-Queens, or inchanted Knighss :

-and then whatever Tragelaphi, Chimera’s or the moft prodigi-

ous
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-ous crackibraind Fancies-are greatelt Realities and moft Divine
myferies 5 but no part of this fubjtancein the Text, which Chritt
the wifdom oftbe Fatber promifeth to make them that love him
poflcflors ofe : :

Ttus ase we deladed and gulled with vain thadows andfancies, -
and as fometimes all Egypr was feattered over with Ifraelites ga-
shering of ffraws; Exod. 5. 12. fo the whole World is now fpread -
over with fuch as are no better imployed, with Boys running
amain after Bees or painted Butter-flics, that have cither a wing
to fly away from him, or a fting if caught to wound him. And
thus whileft they sraft invamity (as Elipbaz faith) vanity is sheir -
recompence, Fob15. 31. and vexation to boot. '

"But that’s not all. Bcfides this vanity there is this further vex~
ation, that whiles thefe {uperficial vanities-are thus purfued, that
‘which is fsbtantial and real, Chrift and his Graceand Peace are
undervalued, negle@ed, it may beoppofed and hated, asthofe
fick of the Pics whilelt they feed on trath, forfake more folid and :

w hol(dme food, and the Prodigal when he came to bis bwsks had
-#4n-away from bis father’s boufe , Where there was bread enough :
to fatistic him. ' . :

And the Keafon is becaule they that arve after the flef mind or
favour only the things of she flefp, Rom. 8. 5. but skill not of the
things of che fpirit, becaule they arc [piritually difcerned, 1 Cor.

2. 14. Chrift and his Grace are of fuch a fpiritual Nature, and

therefore are net fit provifion for fenfmal lufts, which are taken

with grofs, cosporal, fenfible obje@s. To fuch eyes Chrift had #o -

easty inhim 10 be defired, Fa. 53. 2- Asthe hungry Plowman

mult have fomething that hath cus in it, youpine him wich dain-

ties, fo here thefe fpiritual dainties that. we partske of by feeding

-on Chrift by faish, living e God by bope , looking up t0 beaven in -

Prayer,: efpecially if joined with repentance for thofc things which

-acarnal heart rejoiceth in, and reformation aud drortifieation, and

«dewial of thofe Iufts; .which all the comfort of his life is wrapt up

-in, and if she Kingdom of God confift in righteon(seft, and peace, ‘
and joy in the Holy Ghoft, thefe are ("as to Gallio) but words and Afts18.15;
~ames 5 too thin ngtions for fuch crofs grofs apprehenfions. A-

heart thatis fenfisl and carnal, cannot: skill of things that are fo -
Jpiritual. . E ,

-«Butare they. therdfore the lefs fubflantial ? - was Chrift’s,.and

fhall ous Badies:after their Refurrection.be lefs real Bodies,becaufe

. more. fpiritual - 1.Cors 15044, Arc Angels and aur own So;n‘l;
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‘0o real Beings, becaufe they cannot be feen with bodily eyes? A
fubflansive may be (uch, if wnderflood, though not felt or beard.
Is there Rothing to be had in Heaven, becaule no bodily mear and
drink, fleep or fuch like pleafures that we here dclight m? God is
moftblefled without atl thefe. And ourSaviour{pcaks of drimking
of the fruit of the Vine new in bis Fatber’s Kingdom, and he cold
his D:iciples thit he bad meat wbich they knew not of, Fobn 4.3 2.
and he hath fuch even here for his, that fuch firargers think not of.
(Things maxime Entitatis are leaft comprehentible.)

.And thercfore feeing thereis no defe& in Chrift, let us be the
more fenfible of and humbled for this wotul finful defe@in our
fclves, in thus wronging and undervaluing him, whileft we thus
prefer thefe empty vanities and fine nothings betore him, com-
mitting 1h [etwo great evils, which God is doubly and bittetly
difplealcd with, m forfaking the living fountain,and fitting down

"by the broken Cijtern, gratping thadows, and letting hold go of

that fubtance, which the Text here fpeaksof. In which dan-
gerous miftake let us {adly take notice )

1. Of our original mifcarriage which hath begotten this in its
own image. Our fuft flip in that great Fall began here. Eve was
taken with the fceming beauty of the forbidden truit, and with an
imaginary conceit of becoming like God in the eating of it; and
{o turing away from the God of Trash, both the and we havebecn
naturally purfuing vain fhews and lying vanities ever lince, Like
the Prodigal in the Gofpel, who leaving bis Fatber's boufe where
was bread enough, ~was brought to his empty basks, and we that
were created VN7 £33 in the image of God, Gen. 1v 27,
to have kept clofe with him in an uninterrupted union and com-
‘munion, are now the men that do TI7%3 19 walk in 4
vain fhew, as the Plalmift fpeaks, Pfal.39.6. and (as the Pro-
phet faith) in the light of our own fire and the [parks which we bave

Kindled, which like igues fatui, in thefe wild vagaries lead us into

precipices, end in darknefs, and (o we lie down in forrow. Which
leadeth to the fecond thing it fhould put us in mind of, as of our
firft fall, tobe humbled for it, fo

2. Of our laft irrecoverable ruine unlefs we take the better care
to prevent it, without which taken, this pidling with thefe toyes
and trifles will be a fad foregoing fign and means of it.

The fick man draweth faft on to dcach when he beginneth xgy-
xodiley floccos vellere to be picking and plucking the flocks of his
covering, and no furer way to drown_the nnan that is fallen in-

to
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to the River than for him to lay faft hold on the wéeds or fach

like cerath that are at the bottom of it. By catching at the hadow thos

Iofeft the fubfianee, and by building on the fand thoufalleft fhort of

the City wbich bath fosndations.

" Thisthesefore being our great fin, and the inlet of all our mi- 1. puy.

fery, our contrary duty is, fceing man thus walketh in s vain .

foeww, ferionfly and heartily with the Plalmilt to fay and pray,

And now Lord what wait Ifor ? my bope is in thee, Pfal. 39. 6,

7. my hope isin thee, my defireisafter thee, thou art my choice

and portion. Ibave none in beavem bus thee, and there is none on

carth that Idefire befides thee: My fieth and heart faileth (as all 24k 73. 23,

vain outfide comforts will) but thou art she ffrengeh, the folid 26

rock of my beart, and and my portion for ever. Count Goldas duft,

and then God will be MR AOD filver of firength o shee, zcc Grotins in
cum, ’

Job 22.24, 25.
And therefore to all poor deluded fouls, that are gulled and

cheated with thefe thining fhells, thefe painsed Sepuichres that satrh, 23,27,
fcem to be what they aze not, butmbat they are (as our Saviour 28. .
faid of them) shey appearwots be that meflage fent which Eij- Luke 11. 44.
jab did to Abagiab, Is it becanfe there is no God in Ifrael, that thow 2 Kings 1.3,6.
baft [ent 10 Baalzebwb the God of Ekron # Isthere not that in the
true God which can really and fubftantially fatisfy you, that you
betake your fclves to Baalzebub, fuch Gods of flies, fuch vain no-
things ? oh knock at the head of fuch empty veflels, and hear
how hollow they found; fet down cyphers at the foot of the Ae-
cosns under all fuch Irems. Leave oft o feed on wind, and o fill H¥of- 12. x.
our bellies with the eaflwind, which will rather gripe and wring Fob1y. 2.
than feed and fatisfy us, and for any fubftantial real good to be -
had by them they arc but Tanguams, are but as if they were what
they feemto be. : _

And thercforelet our cargiage to them be accordingly, Rejoice
in them as if we rejoiced not, and ufe them [o as though we ufed them
not, forelfe we thall abufe them, 1Cor. 7. 30,31, ‘

But on the contrary, really and in good earneit betake we our
felves to Jefus Chrift, that what others have in the fhadow we
may have in the fubflance, as what Nebuchadnezzar faw in o
dream, Daw. 2. Daniel faw in avifion, Dan. 8. 1, 2, 3. And
therefore as you may obferve when other Countries® traded
with Zyrus in other commodities and many of them f{uperflui- Exek. 27,
tics, Fwdab and sheland of Iraels trade withthem was in the

flaple commodities of AZimnith and Panmag, boney and oyl and
v b ~ balm,
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balm, in the fubftantial neceflaries for'man’s life. So whileft others
feck fhells and cockles on the Sca-fhose, let the wife merchant feck
xards pagyadras goodly pearls, Massh 13. 45. and when he hatb
found Sre woavTiper, that one of greateft price, v. 46+ even Jcfis

. Chrif, let him deal for That, and rather fell sll than not buy it

$0 he him{elf comnfellash the Church of Laodices, which was ta-
ken too much with glittering outlides, 2o bmy of bim gold sried in

_ the fire, Revel. 3.18. that is to be had in him, which is folid in

it 1clf, and which we may f{ubftantially live of. .Oh when fhall we

~ befo wile as to lay afide our falfe fick appetites to other flathy

Ifa 35 2.

'Uﬂ' 2
2. Sin and

y Jobn 3,18,

poyloned Cates, and once to hunger after and to feed heartily on
the bread of lifes on that which is xeally good, that fo,our fouls
msy debighs themfelves imfatnefi 5 tobe no longer flitting from one
temporary empty contentment to anather, bue by fully clofing

‘oncc with Chrit we may (Tas it is in the Text) inberit fub-

ances .

# But this is not all: there is a further fin and contrary duty,
which this Truth calls upon us as fadly to take notice ofe For if
in Chrift there be fuch real and fubjimmtisl worth and excellency,
our fin and mifcaniage will not only be in.our miftske of the ob-
e, in our making cheice of other empty vanities before bim or
inftead of -him, but alfo in our not anfwering this bis fubftamisl
veality in our bears and life, though we (hould have pitched upon
him, and made our choice of him. - :

And the contrary Duty in the General is, that as Chrift is fub-
fance, fo-welook to it that we anfwerably.be fublantial Chrifli-
ans, i. e. really, ferioufly, and in good carnett godly : not con-
tenting our {clves with a form of godlin.f7, and mean while want-
ing, or denying the power of it, 2 Tim. 5.5. that we beas folid
grane, and not light cmpty chaff on Chriit’s fluor, not bare No-
minals, but Reals, that awhat the Apottle {aith of Lope, may be
be faid and made good of our whole Chniftianity,.-that it be #
in word and intongue, bus indeed and in trsah. Again1 (ay it, that
our care muft be that as Chriit herc promifcth to make ws inberit
fubjlance, fo we prove real, folid, fubftamtial Chriflians. And for
further difcovery and dire@ion hcren, I fhall briefly touch upon
fome particulars in refercnce to .

1. Our underftandings and Judgments.

2. Our hearts and affe@Gions. '

3. Ouroutward Converfations in our words and profeffions,
behaviours and adtions. : ‘ And
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“And firfi as to our Underftandings and Jwdgments, Iname only
two particulars, which come crofs to that- folid reality which
fhould be in a {ubttantial Chriftian, and is really in Chuift,

1. A weak doubtful hefitancy, and efpeciallya more looft and
profane Scepticifm in the things of God and Chritt. The tormer
is to be more piticd in weak or young Chriftians, upon whom 14
Jun of Righteonfucfi is not yet rifen to any confiderable height, or
not fhined out in more full brightnefs, and then it is tiic early
dawning or darker day : tanqmam in re creperd, they are doubt-
ful and ftumbling in the dark, have vot their finfes exercifed to Hebr. ¢, 12, -
difcern, (o clearly to apprehciid, or fo folidly and sefolvedly to 13, 14:
judge and conclude, and (o are fubjc@ to waver and doubt with
thofe two Difciples, dudis & aawilopsy, we truftedthat it bad been Luke 24. 21.
be : Thele, I {ay, are'tobe pirtied and kelpcd. .

But as for Pyrrboes Scholars who abound every where in this
loofe age, thofc exewlixed, dwognlixod, who will refolvedly affirm
or determine nothing but to doubt, and query, and queftion all,
not ooly in Ph:lofipby, butin Divinity, and that in the moft folid
end fubfiantial powtsof it, asthe Soveraignty of God inbis De-
crees and Providence, God’s free grace if it feem insbe leaft to in-
trench on vur free will, she imputation of the firft Adam’s fin te our
gwilt, and of the fecond Adam’s righteoufnefs to our }uftificationand
the like, in which the truc Believer hath the moft folid foundation
of his moft eftablifhcd peace, arid therefore with him are amongft .
thofc wewanespouutra, moft furely believed, and molt firmly buils Luke 1.1.
spors 5 tor fucn 1 fay, as dothus, éxfvle xiviy, and quettion and -
difpute all into uncertainties,and {o draw faft down to flat Atheifim,
we (hould rcju@& them and abbor their actempt, which would
fever Ews and verwm, and defpoil Chrift, in whom the Text faich,
there is fubjtansial Entity of his infallible verity.

And therefore on the contsary our duty is, if we would be an-
fwerable to him,to ftand faft on o firm a ground-work ; and as he
M W AR 4 founded fomnded flone,Lapis fundatiffimus,a molk #a.28.16.
foanded Corner-fione, and a moft-firm foundation, (o he expe@s « -
that we thould grow up to that sanggoels both yyaasas, Col. 2. 2.
and #issws, H.br. 10.22. and-iambdG-, Hebr. 6. 11+ the full sffu- = i
rance of knewledge as well as bope, and fuith,that we be uot carried EPhef. 4 14:.
away with every wind of DoCtrine s or be led away with the errour .
of the wicked, falling from eur fedfafinefs; but be firmly built on 2 Per. 3.17.
fo (ubftantial a foundation, and efpecially in fundamentals to be T -
confirmed, sefolved; folid D'winésbas well as Chyittians. A

2 2
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2. A Seccowd particular as to our underftandings which fuits
not with this fubftamce in the Text, nor that anfwerable fub-
. flansialncfi that fhould be in every truc Chriftian, is when the
whole or main fubftance of all our Religion isin taking up and
maintaining (ome Nutions and Opinions, and it may be fome vew
lighs and bigh fpeculations, concerning which we are not (as
the Scepticks were, inthe former particular) atan indifferency,
but prefs themwith mtmoft intemtion, asifin them were the mar-
row, kernel, the very heart and fubflance of all godlinefs, as in
truth itis the whole of many of thofe who new moft pretend
to godlinefs, who by being of fuch or fuch a Se&, opinion o
perfuafion do meafure their own and others Saintfhips, like
them, 1 Tim. 1. 4o Who gave beed to fables and endiefs genes-
logies, dowbting aboms queftions, and oppofitions of [eience falfly fo
called, 1 Tim. 6+ 4, 20. which is far enough trom that lsying
wp a-good folid fubftantial foundasion, whichthe Apoftle exhorted
to inthe verfe foregoing. Were the bare knowledge and coo-
feflion ofmoft folid truths (ufficient, Sutax may go fora Saint.

_ But if the whimfies, and airy or fiery fancies of weak or hot

heads may go forfound and folid Religion, it would be a very
thin empty frothy thing, not this fabftance which the Text fpeaks
of. The Aftronomers Pbenomena in heaven may be of fome good
ufe, but fuch in our brains will never light us thither. Let therefore
fuch Spanifh Alsmbradoes or Eaglith Hluminates pleafe them-
fclvesin fuch fantaftical attainments. On the contrary let it be
the care of every one that would prove a fubQtantial Chriftian, by
all good means to attain to a folid judgment of faving truth,
and not reft there neither, but becaufe Theologia is not feientia
Jpeculativa but pradiica, aud becaufe in Scripture-ufe verba fenfas
affc&ium & effeium comnotant, wordsof knowledge and fenfe im-
ply atleGion, and Divinity is an art of living, and not only of
bare knowing, as many ot usas would be folid Divines and fub~
ftantial Chriftians, (as the lamenting Churches eye affedied ber
beart, Lament. 3. 54. f0) let our knowledge effeGually prefs
onto earncft affe@ion, andreal a&ion, which leadeth on to
the other two Heads before mentioned..

2. And as concerning our hearts and affe@ions, two things
alfo either fall fhort of or come crofs to that fubftantialnes which
is to be expeed from them, whom Chrift caufeth to inberis
Jubftance.

1< The fisft isa weak faint liftlefnels and deadnefs inthe out-

goings ”
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goings of our fouls to Chrift,:an heartlefs velleity, a wilhinganda
- woulding,rather than any trucand hearty willing: Balsam’s wifbes, Numb. 23. 16,
the fluggards defires, half defires, which in Gods account are Prg.a1.3s.
none ; as Gods people when witha weaned remifnefs they clofe "
with the things of this world, sbey rejoice as shomgh they re-

joiced mot5 1 Cor. 7. 30. So when our defires and affe@ions to

Chrift do.fo freeze in our bofoms, they come fhort of this & this

Ejt in the Text; they. are, and they are not. When we fay and

profefs that Chrift is {uch folid food, bis flefb, &andas Bedess.

meat indeed, and we bring fuch flathy defires and fuch faincap-

petites to him; what do we but makemen believe that cither he

is not found. food, or at leaft that we have but fick ftomachs?  He

not fubftance, or we not fubffantial Chrifftians ?

" 2. But Secondly, There is another diftemper in this kind,

which wantethnot for ftrength, but yet in fubffance.. The wind

no folid {ubftantial body, yet may be very violent and impetu--

ous: fuch aflssulency there is in many mens fpirits,which makes a

thew ofa great deal of real zeal and ftrength of affeGion for

God and Chrift, and yet is nothing but an empty (welling tym-

pany, an impetuous . violence to profecute our awn defires, opi-

nions and wayes, and to bear down what{ocever rather difplea- ,

feth us than what offendeth God. Such was Febw's zeal, and , gings 10 .
the Ruler of the Synagogue bis indignation, and the more to dif 16.
cover the unfubftantialne(s of it, it’s ufually. not about the ge- Zuke 13+ T4«
88 Tagz 7% vipx the weightier things of the law, and fuch as concern .

the fubftance and power of godlinefs 5 but about circumftances

and externals, or other lefs and lighter matters, as it was with

the Pbarifees about their Afins and 4nife and Pbyladleries, and

fo now is with the Papifts about their Ceremonies and Tradi-

tions, and with many amongfi us about fome nicetics in Church
government and outward forms and other curious Pun&ilioes, .

which are at a great diftance from the.heart and foul and fub-

ftance of Religion. Here we have heat enough and too much,a -
feverith heat but not kindly and natural, fire, but fuch as proves -
wild-fire,making ablaze in lighter firaw,but fuch as puttethallinto -

a combuftion. Oh beware of fuch a dangerous miftake, as to -

take the violence of an umortified paffion for the power.and
fubftance of faving grace.

And therefore if ever we would attain to folid and fub-
fuantial evidence of it, our contrary care and cffeGtnal indeavour -

muft be
1. Cone.
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1. Contraty to that coolnefs and indifferency-of our aff:&ions
to Chiift to rifeup to more ftrong and carneft cutgoings ot our
Souls after him, fu." as the Scripture expreflcity by bungeings and
thirftings, and longingy, breatbings, breakings, pamings, and faint-
ings atter God s not a faintncfi of indifferency , but a fainiing
upon our b:ing {pent ineagercdt purfuits of what we cannot fully
overtake, thatit cometh not to I am and Iam not, but as Chrift
nated hinufclf I am, {o with cruth und reality I can eccho back
againand (uy, Lord Iam, Tam; really and in good carnctt with

- firongett bent of my Soul, 1am for thee, and fo indeclinably and
eainciily move towards thee, that 11h:l! not be quiet till I reftin
thee. 1 do not mealure fubftau:e by quantity, nor judge of truth
of grace by the dcgrees though fome now will needs wholly
place itin it. There is the truc eflince and (ubftance of a manin
a weak Child, and we -k dcfires after Chrift muy be true and fe-
rious, if this weaknefs be occafioned from otha hinderances, and
not frém an indiffcrency, but fill giving Chailt the Soveraignty,
But yet fuch weakncfs thould not be retted in, but over grown,
and more firong and earneft workisgs of the heart to be grown up
to, if we would have more real and fubfantial, at.lcail niore

* fenfible evidences of the lifc and power of gudlinefi.

2. Nor muft we fatistic our fclves with this. There was frengeh
enoughand in fome refpc@s toomuch in that imp. rrous frsuien y
of fome men’s fpjrits, which was the fecond nufcarriage betore
noted. But thereforecontrary to it our care muft be,it we would

_ have evidenceof true,folid, fubftantial godline!s that this firength

of paffion do not only blufter toward: others, butthat it produ-
cethreal and fubftantial effe@s’ in our own hiarts, and that we
find and fcel it (o0 doing, foras they atc wont to Gy, (bt T acius
et fundamensum vite [enfitive, (0 real fclt inward effe@s in the
Soul, are fureft evidences of a true fpiritual life alfo; fuch as
were betore-mentioned in the do&rinal part of this point as fub-
. fiantial and real effe@s and operations of Chrift in us, are to this
purpofe to be really felcand expreflcd by us. ‘

A ferious and hearty making out after Chrift, indeed and in
good earneft; working that really in us ‘which Nature canndt
effe@, and bypocrifie but ill favouredly counterfeit : which may
evidence to others, at leaft to our felves, that God is in sis, $ylas
of atrusb, as the Apoltle {peaks, 1 Cor. 14. 25. really chabging
our hearts, and powerfully mortifying our lufis, that we miy' be

as




on Prov. 8. 31,

asit is Fobn8. 36, fubltantially Garisfying the vaft defires of ou:..

Souls, and thercby evidepcing that Chriff is to us £andds Beaeg,
not only famce (as heis to Hypocrites, and many Politcians) but
meat indeed.

And asfubftantially fupporting and comforting us in greateft

exercifcs and faintings,. either in life or death s 08 friend in fuch-

firaits, as weare wont to (ay, is g friendindeed. And fuch we ex-

prefs and proclaim Chrift ro be,when we can experimeatally know

him by his Name I 4m, and find him to be 4/J, when allelfe is no-
thing ; though with them, Hebr. 10. 34 We be fpoiled of all
other goods, yet then Chrift mukes good chis his woid, To thofe
who (o love bim, be makgth them o inberit [ubfance. )

3. For our outward carriage and Converfation, contrary to
this fubftance, is empty outjide tormal Ceremonioufnefs and fuper-
ficial Hypocrifie. - , ) »

_ 1. For the fist, What a glaring fhew did the Pbarifee make in
his Pbyladlerics and Tephilims, the Pope in his Pontificalibus? What
a Pagcant and Puppct play is their Muf5; and what an heap of
light chaff is their Corpws Furis Camonici 2- And yet asot old, The
Temple of the Lord, the Temple of she Lord, the Temple of the Lord
are thefe , nthefe and tuch likc outward fervices and circumitan-
ces fuch weighe laid as though rhey had been the very bears, and.
lifc, and fubttance ot godlinefs, whildtt thofc who mpolt preft them
- were the molt real and bittcr Enemies ot the power of grace, and
many of the pcople who moft doated on them were moft debauche

ed and mnhcli_ off trom the leail thew of it, but (that T may ufe-
Tertullion’s words ) did impietatis fecreta [uperficialibys officiis

abumbrare, and altlough they did diink and dr.ab, and hive in all

abumnuble filthineds, yet if they could take San&uary- in fuch -
Church Formaligies, which qould let them alone in their lufts.

€ms non mordet ) it they could bow and cringe, and be rcady
at thar poftures -in-the Church, and on, their Dcath Bed receive
thcit Maker and be.ahlolved, and when dead be huried in a Fry-
ers Cowl, all was . fafe enough. Al this ouly e Whores garifb

drefs, far from the Spoufes (ubfiantial and durable clething as iUs.

called, Ifa. 23.18

. But Iforbear now tc; fpeak further of this, becanfe although'-

little do we know how foon owr .giddinefi ind .Romses Emiffasirs;
through God’s juft judgment may again bring us to fach vanities,
for the prefent we ate gotten to a quite contrasy extream of all

wudenefs and izreverence in God’s outwand kervice, as though these-
C were.

198
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were ﬁo mean between affe@ed finicalne(s and right down fordid-

-x€or. 34. go-mefs. The Apoftles juamubras  xala 7dEn might make up this

- udya ydopa, this great gulf, and keep us trom finking either into
'fdfz:ffy al:t:l fupeéiitiof on the onc hand, or Profanemefs on the
other. ‘But again I muft fay, Now no more of that fuperficial Ce~
‘semonioufnefs iwGod’s fervice.

2. And rather let me (peak a little of the vizard of bypoerifie in
our outward proftffion and carriage, dire&ly orpofite o fabftan-
tial Chriftianity : a fin which (as he faith) is the worft of all 10 be
acenfed of by God, but the beft by men, who too often would pin
it on the flceve of all profeflion and moft odioufly-of fincere pro-

‘Matth. 21. 63, feflors. So Fob with his friends_is an bypoerite, and Chrift with

1.

Hom. 8. in 1.
ad Theffal.

the Jews but 4 Decesver, and as foon as ever a Chriftian was ef-
pied, flatim ilind de trivio; § Teginds imbiTns, and I wilh we might
not have not oaly in the firects and other places, hut too often alo
in the Pulpit, - the power of godlinefs wounded through the fides,
and under the name of -bypocrifie. -But yet this falfe fin may be too
truly charged on too many by better 1men, and I fear never on
-more than now in this falfe age,.in which there are not more flips
minted in our Cuin than in Religion; and none cry out more of
Forms thanthofe that are greateft Formalifts. If not sotsus mua-
dus exercet bifirioniam , yet in our little World too too many
prove Ssage-Players, thata& parts in Masks and Vifards witha
great deal of the form but a very little of the power of godlinefi 5
all thew, and no fubflance; fuch fhadows ufing to be mottin

Serm, 6. in Y, brighteft Sun-thine, and in Bermard’s judgment make up that Dee-

monium meridianwm. Bat I muft not here enlarge on the many
ugly deformities of fuch meas fins, and how monftrous fuch vi-
fards make them. All thae I have occafion from the matter in
hand to touch on, is, what contrariety they bear to this fibften-
sial reality which is in Cbriff, and fhould be in all the true folid
members of hisBodys whereas on the contrary thefe men may be
fitly compared.to Sodom’s trees and fruis, which Chryfofiom faith,
are Trecs and no Trees, fruit and yet no fruit: all in fhew, but
nothing in (ubflance.  And therefore would we write according
~to the Copy in the Text, and according to the exemplar which we

* there have in Chrift, our care and endeavour fhould be in our

whole courfeand carriage infiead of: thefe vain thews and non-fig-
nificant overtures, really to exprefs fo much of Chrift as may de-
clare him to be fubftance, and our fclves fubflantial Chriftians 5 that
Religionand Grace is not an Ides or a vain frothy Notion, but a

real,
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real, vital, energetical principle : and therefore to every one thae
nameth the name of Chrift, and makes profeffion of his grace, I muft
fay, Logmere ¢ videam, us [emtiame Say and do, appesr and be,
as Chrift faid to his Difciples, Luke 24.39. Bcbold my bands and
feet that itis I, bandleme and [eeme, for a [pirit bath not flefb and
bones as yow [ee me bave : (o “the true Difciples of Chrift may be
able to fay to all beholders, and to moft quick-fighted and moft
fulpicious Enemies. Come near and look, and mark diligently
thacitis I, that I am really my {cIf and what I feem for, that
1am not a Ghoft or a Phantafm, or a Counterfeit, which hath
not fuch real Evidences, and folid demonftrations of Chrift and
his Grace, which you fee I have. . :

That my heart is right, whenmy Jife expreflech righteoufnefs
and true bolinefs, Epbef. 4. 24.

That my profeffion is fincere, when my Converfation really ma-
keth $t'good , and {0 the Gnomon and the Clock go both toge-
ther. S '

That in my words and promifes (with the Apoftle) I do not
afe lightnefs, that with me there howld be Yea and Nay: butac- 2 Cor. 1. 14.]
cording to my Saviour’s Precept, my Communication is Ef, Eff. Matth. 5. 37.
That althoughTdo not fwear, yet 1am a fubffantial man of mySce Grotiusin
word, that upon it any-man may know where tobaveme, = = = %™

And in the conftant tenour of my lifeand carriage I am a (quare
man, a folid Chriftian, that notwithftanding fome lefler varia-
tions (which the beft Load-ftone hath) I in the general poins

_ righs, pretend to no more than my life makes good in a ftable

frame, and way of down-right-godlinefs. '

Whileft I canreally, vitally, vigoroufly a& far God in general
and particular calling.

And if hepleafe to call toit, am enabled as couragioufly to
{uffer for him, and ftedfalily to hold faft, siv dexdr 75 vmeskaeos,
the beginning of my confidence (‘or fubftance, as the word is, and
Ambrofe renders it ) and that unto the end, Heb. 3. 14.

This, This is to be 4 Chriftian indeed and in good earnelt,which
really and aQually inflateth us in this bequeft in the Text, in
which-Chrift promifcth to canfe them whe love bim to inberis fub-

flance.

Ce¢ SER-
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2.

That 1 may canfe to inberit.

E have hitherto in the firlt. particular treated of what
Chrift is in himfelf, and 2o them that love bim. And

that s @ fabflamial realisy. -, .
In the fecond we are now come to confider the Tlemsre and Title
in which they are promifed to be feized and pofleffed of him, and
this thatother word M3t exprefleth. Itisby way of free and
perpetual inberitance : {o that what Solomon eHewhere faith, that
wifdomis good with an inberitance,that he avoucheth to be found in

“the wifdom here fpoken of, both fublance , and Inberitance,

Ravenell ad
vocem Haredi-
tas. Schindler
in

W PR, that I may caufe them to inberis fubfiance. And that
holdeth forth to us, asIeven now hinted,

1. The freenefs of it, our claim to it not being merit, or pur-
chafe, or fclf-procurement , but only free gift and inheritance
for however g0 inberit often fignifieth in general to poffifs, andfo
Heres and Dominxs, or Herus are the {ame, and an inberitance
may be faid to be gossen (by the father) Prov. 20. 21. yet the
Child that cometh to enjoy it, neither purchaled it by his penny,
nor procured it by his labour. Inberitances were wont tobe di-
vided by lot , Ezek. 47. 22. which fpeaks God’s allotment, and -
arc now ufually either bors to or by favour adupted g0, and fo are.
of the Father’s, Prov. 19. 14. not of the Child’s procurement. In
a word both from Scripture, and common ufe an inberitance is in
part defcribed to be that, quod gratis cedit in poffeffioncm.

And fo it is here. Chrift and that Grace and Glory which
cometh tous by him are only and altogether of mere grace, by
none of ourmerit or prrchafe, and therefore in this fenfe are a‘g

> fai
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faid in Scripture to be conveyed o us by way of inberisance. He
that overeomesh fpall inberit allshings, Rev. 21. 7. .
To have il things isa great pofleflion, but yet all by Inberi-

tance. So we arc faid to be beirs of God and joint-beirs with Chrift, Gal. 3. 20]
Rom. 8. 17. o jmberit promifes, Heb. 6. 12. to be beirs of
righteonfuefs, Heb. 11. 7. of Salvation, Heb. 1. 14. of the King-

dom, Fames e, 5. which the Ele& fhall at lat inberir, Matth,

25 34+ Come ye bleffed of the Father, Inberit the Kingdom. That

word inberit tells us by what Title wecome by it, as allo thofe

that follow, prepared for you from the foundation of the world, that

if foearly provided for us before we were, it was ot of our
purchafing, but of God’s preparing, as herein the Text ryme

that I may canfe them to inberis fublance. If it be an heritage,

it’s God’s caufing usto inberit it, notany thing in us that may
procure or merit it

Away then with the proud doctrine of Meris : and let every Ufe.

humble foul be glad and thankfal that he may have all ot free gift
and inberitance. And if you fay that, Col.3.24. we read thofc words
axoandacds Ty drrawbdogiy Tie xAngroudas, as though this inberi-
tance were a reward, 1 only fay that they are firangers in the Scri-
ptures, that know notthat there may be a reward of grace and
not of merit, and that the PGImift (pake not contradi@ions when
he faid, Pfal. 62.12. Umothe O Lord belongeth mercy, for sbox
rewardeft every man according to bis work,, won quod mereantur, Jed
quia Dens mifereatnr, as Auftin {peaks, and therefore (as Bufil .
sbferves) that this dyraxidosis is Séaes, Retributio, Donum. Gods In Pfal. 5.
reward is his free gift. Soin other places and in that mentioned

he Apoftle fpcaking of Chriftisn fervants, he telleth them for

eir comforg that fuchfervants are byadoption made Sons, and see B.z4, pi-
o incad of thereward or the wages of fervants they (hall re- feater inlocum,
cive an inberitanceof Sons, {o that their inberitance is not {o much

reward, astheir reward an ivheritance : and therefore-as the

vord reward doth not imply merit, {o that other word inberi-

ance doth exclude it. Our reward is our inberitance, and our
sheritance is fromour Birthand Sonfip, and that is merely on-

" from our Fatber and bis love. We never made our felves heirs, Fobn . 13.
at (asthe word in the Textis) He canfeth nsto inberit. Hereis EP”‘I{' I.$.
> free will, but free-grace, no merit, but mere mercy. 1 Jobn3. 1.

Indeed Davidoften in his praycrs pleads both God’s righteons

# and bis own rightcoufnefs. But when Gods, its either tor

s righteous taking vengeance on his enemics, or his righteous
: : Cc2 fulfil-



196

Vide Contare-
nwm de Fufli.
ficatione, pag.
$94. edit. Pa-
il

Muis in
Pf‘lo 36- l:;

Pflal 84, 7.

Firma poffeffio.

SERMON XV.

fulfilling of his promife, and both thefe {peak free mercy.

When he pleads bis own rigbteonfuefs, it’s cither the righten:
nef of biscaufe in reference to unjult men, or the integrity of bis
beart before God. _

But there’s no merit in all this, for our righseoufnefs is mr
dxty, and iC’sbat righteous for us to performits and in thae 1
fpcCt our very mercy is juftice s Easnpoodyn is Mnasoedyn as fome sead
that, Matth. 6. 1

And on the contrary God’s righteoufnef- in thofe places is all
one with his Benignity and Mercy, unlefs you will (with fome)
thus diftinguith them, that bis righteosfnefs-is in vouchfafing o
much as be promifesth, and his mercy, in giving more, and fuchit is
even to them who may feem to be moftdeferving. So David,
when he had thankfully acknowledged that God had recompenfed
bim according to bis righteoufnefs, Pfal. 18. 24. immediately in
the 25. verle headds, with the mercifid thow wilt foerw thy felf
merciful. He doth not fay juft in giving him what-he deferveth,
but even withthe merciful, who might bid the faireft for meris,
thow wilt fbew thy [elf merciful, i. e, in giving what thy mercy.
freely vouchfafeth, not what even bismercy can julily challenge.
And therefore (toput an endto this. particular) let us all, the
beft of us all pray and fay with the (ame Plalmift, frew usihy
mercy O Lord, and grant-us thy Salvation. Whatever we are, God
fheweth us his free and great mercy if he grant us bis falvation,
fo here in the Text, this caufing of usto inberit holdeth forth ta
us firlt the freene(s of the comveyance.

2. The perpetnity of the enjoyment. That was fufficiently implyed in
the former particular, for the more fubflantial things are, the more
lafting they ufe tobe. But if withal it come by way of inberi-
tance, that fpeaks it to be more than an ordinary gift, or the
portion of the fons of the Concubines, more than {pending-money,
er what periffseth in the ufe of it : more thana moveable or ar
Annuity ; iC’s a perpetuity, an Irberitance being that which de-
fcendeth from Father to Son, from one generation to another,
that which a manliveth on, abides by, of all elfe can lealt in-
dure to be thruft out of, as we fee in Nuborb’s example, 1 Kings
21+3. and find by-our own experience. So the law was Ifrachs
inberitance, which they fhould always obferve, Deut. 33. 4. and
fo was the land of Canaan, outof which they fhould not removes

. ZIevit. 18, 28. 2 Sam- 7. 10. Indecd by reafon of their fins that good land hath

20.22. . fperwed them om, 0 that according to that threat, Fer.17. 4

they.
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they now difcontinme from their beritage, fuch prodigals wete
they, and foare many more like them, and {o vain and unffa-
ble are all outward enjoyments that even inberitances prove not
perpesmities. But this in the Text doth: And therefore Mercer
thus rendreth the words, T bereditare faciam effeperpesuwm. This

Jubftance here promifled is an ewduring fubftance, Hebr. 10. 34.°

This Inberisance is for ever,-Pfal. 37. 18. is xrvepropia dpdaer@-,
suiar1Qr, dudees1G, incorruptible, undefiled, and thas fadeth not
away, that which cannot be corrupted from without, nor decay
from within, and (o every way incorruptible, and moreover is re-
Jerved in beaven for x5, and we by the power of God through faith
preferved and kepe toit, 1 Pet 1. 4,5, More could not be faid

for its fiability init felf, and for our fure and indefeizible eftate

and intereft in it. - An inheritance fetled upon us by God the Fa.
ther’s Eternal Decree, Matth.25- 34 .

Purchafed forus at a very highrate by Chrift, who himfelf is
Heir of all things, Hebr. 1. 2. and therefore if we claim under
him, our Titletoit is firong and fure. :

And we keps in poffeffion by the {pirit of God, and thisas he is
the Power of God, 1 Pet. 1. 5. and therefore no fear of an Ejectio
Firme. No caufe of a diftruftful defponding fear, either of the
decay of what s fo [ubftantial, orof being calt out of this inhe-
ritance {o purchafed, fetled, and maintained withall the fecurity
of Hcaven, and the diftin¢t and yet joint care and work of all the
Perfons in the Bleffcd Trinity.
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Away then with that uncomfortable Do&sine of the Sains’s Ut .

Apoftafie which would make their Inberitance moveables, and dil-
inherit she beirs of life. But Bleflcd be God, who (according to
the former particulars) hath (o fetled this inberisance, that the
intail can by no craft of man or Devil be cut off. Though the fer-
vant abidetb nos insthe bowfz for ever, yet the Son (the heir) abi-
 deth ever, Fobu8.35. what’s ours (as duties and performances)
may beintercepted : what is of God’s common bounty (as good
things of this life, and common graces) may be loft: whatare
his fpecial largefles as acceflorics, (as feelings and enlargements)
may fail ; but the fubjtance and inberitunce abides and remains,
inviolable. When leaves fade or are blown off, yet the fubffince,
Is. 6. 13. theroot, Fob 19.28. remaineth. But not to go out
of the Text, to inberis fubtance, are two very great and {trong
words. Subftance and inberisance {peak Perfeverauce. '

Butit were well if’ our lives.did fpeak as much too, and that on f; 2.

the
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the contrary the defperate Apoftafies (afier profeflion ) of fome
that were never found, and the woful decays of others that were
more fincere, did not afford men of corrups minds a Topick head of
, argnments to impugn and fhake the {etled tability of God’s Peo-
2 Sam. 2. 23. ples Inheritance. Such Afabel’s and Amafs’s, wallowing in their
20. 12 blood, make many fland fill, not knowing what to fay. Wote
- them bywhom [uch offences come, whichThould make us the more
watchtul and careful o maintain this our beft inheritance.” Young
Heirs want oot ufoally fuch as would either gull or thruft them
out of their inheritance. We live in fuch times of errour and dan-
ger that the beirs of life had never more need than now to look
to it that they be not wiped of theirs; whofe care thercfore
Pfal.16.6. fhould be to take view of their goodly inberitance: and if it be
Chrift and his Truth, and Grace,and Heaven, then to look to it,
that neither by fair means nor foul they be either cheated or more
Epbef:4. 14. violently thruft out of their frechold , or any. part of it. Tbhe
Cok3.18.  Lord forbidit me, shat I fhould give the inberitance of my fathers
2 5“"’," 78, unto shee,was Naboth’s anlwer to Abab, who fpake and offcred fair
Revelg 18 o get it from him, 1 King. 21. 2, 3. And let it be ours to any
(whofoever they be) that with fairett words, promifes, ot pre-
tenfions, would cheat and bribe us out of this our Intercft. Now
the Lord forbid it to us tO fell onr birtbright with profane Efin, to
part with that inheritance which our Heavenly Father hath pur-
chafed for us with the blood of his dear Son. -
And for omtward violence our times are not fo fecure, but that -
although this our inberitance coft us nothing in one kind for the
purchafe, yet it may coft as much #o keep poffefion. And what Con-
telts, Suits, yea rists and sumults, often are there to keep poffeffion
of carthly freeholds and inheritances? Iam far from endeavouring
to raile or foment outward ftirs and tumults, but yet I am fure this
inheritance I now fpeak of is of infinite more value, and challeng-
cth proportionably more ftanding for ina way of God, and there-
fore xousy, Hebe 12.28. xaliyopsr, Hebr. 10. 23. nay éiliye-
wy, Tit. 10 9. if we bave, let us bold, and that faff, and that
againtt all violence that would wreft out of our hands fuch a
treafure. Whatever elfe we lofe, be it eflate, liberty, life it felf,
which arebut circumftances, acceflories, yet let us not part with
, Chrilt,his Grace and Truth, which is fubfiance, and Inberitance.
De Paradifp  And thercfore (as Ambrofe obferves out of Gen. 2. 15.) Adam had
Cap 4. a double task in Paradife, operari & cuflodire, to work and keep :
{o let it be ours in managing this our inheritance to which we have
’ ' a better

-
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a better Title upaws bester promifes, that we both ges and eep pof
feffiane  Let w0 men beguile yosu of your reward, faith Pawl to his
Coloffians, Cap. 218 Hold-faft (laith Chrift to the Church of
Pbiladelpbia) that which thox baft, let wo mamsaks thy Crown,
Reved. 3. 11. Let mo man gull or thruft thee out of thy inheri-
tance fay I It is God in Chrift. And therefore refolve with 4fapb
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wben bears and flefh-fail, that He (bail be sbe fRrength of thy beart, ply) 16, ¢;

and thy portion, and that for ever, Pfa|. 73+ 26. It is bisword and
Truth, and therefore Contendfor it, Fudev. 3. with David take
it an beritage, and that for ever, Pfal. 119. 111.

I¢>s his Grace, and therefose (fand 0 ie, perlevere in it, xexo=
alaxas x) ¥ xéuyynas, Revels 2. 3. how elegant the expreflion !
But how much more pleafing to God is the thing ! In vindica-
ting and fecuring this inheritance to labour withous fainting:
to continue the fuit, andto hold on the confli® withoutceafing.
So two of the beft of Gods fervants in either Teftament exprefs
their pra&ice and refolution by their, I have dene, and Ido, I
have and I will. I bave fuffered the lofs of all thiungs fer Chrit,

sad 1 doconnt them dung, faith Paul, Phils 3. 5. and one thing-

I bave defired of the Lord, and thas which Iwill feek, after, faith 5

Sam, 6. 21,.

David, Pfal. 27. 4. Oh thatour gooduefs were not as the morns 22-
ing-clond, butas the mornjng-fun, that, asChrittand his Grace is Hof. 6. 4
inberitance, aneverlafling inheritance, fo we might cleave falt Pro. 4-"3-~

to him,and enjoy him everlaltingly. An Inberitance, when had,do-
not part with him,

And vpon the fame ground, as fuch, let us prize and chufe him, Ufe 3..

Let other things have their due valucas theyare Gods gifts :
But let Chrift alonc be efteemed and defired as our inheritance,
ob 17,114 . : '

7 The thoughts and defires of the heart are called 2% M
* the poffeffions of she heart, i. e. that which the heare is poffifled
with. Suchpoffeffions Fob there tells us may be brokes off, and we
from them. Such thoughts (though NINOY. gay, glistering omes,
as the word fignifieth ) may perifh, Pfali 146 4. and fuch de-
Jires (though impctuous ones) may fail, Ecclef. 12. 5. Andall
fuch things which we have {o firmly tixt our thoughts and de-.
fires on, may cither fade of themfelves or be taken awayby the
violence of others. Suchinberitances we may eafily be caft ous of;.
as the Prophet fpeaks of fome who opprefs a.man’ and bis bevi-
tage, Micah 2. 2. and the lamenting Churchi .complains: thae
theit inberitance was twrned wunto firangers, and their boufis to

: alicig,
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aligns, Lam. 5. 2. The moft ancient Mannor bonfes may nox
prove Manfions 3 but - time or violence may rwive them, The
Hossfes of Tvory fhall persfh, and the great boufes (hallbave an end,
faith the Lord, Ams 3. 15. We haveneed therefore of fome
better fomndations, of a building mot made with bands, eternal intbe
bfﬂlem- = . : .o .

" Pleafures, efpecially.of fin, are but wesoxagse, lalk bt for 4 foa-:
fon: Rowers thac foon wither in our hand, And although in our
vain wanton youth whillt we enjoy them, -we promife our (elves
ver perpetuwm : and if wemight but continue to enjoy them, fo
brutith are we that we could be content to have no other, no -
beteer inheritance 5 - yet a fammers [corching beat of many inflamed:
lufts of youth often on the fudden burns them up, or an Aa-
tumns decay in after-times wichers them, orto be fure old ages
winter froft will ac laft quite Kill them. We had need therefore of
fomcthing that is more folid and lafling, and which will afford
us firong and cverlafting confolasion. o :

-Should borour and- efteem and applaufe in the world be that’
which we would make a portion of, this werebut to inberiz the
wind, as Solomon’s phrafe is, the wind of anothers breath or
applaufe, and fuch wind continueth not to blow from the fame
‘quarter - always. Unftable would that hqufe be which is turned -

-about like the fan or weather-cock on the top of it, as' feveral

nay contrary blafts of wind blow it. Indeed Solormon ‘fpeaks of
the wife mans inberiting glory, Prov.3.35. and the honour amd

.fame of fome prudent pious men continueth longer than them-

Aelves, and delcendeth asan inberitance fometimes to their po-

Pro. 23. 3,
See Cart.
wright inlo-
cum,

fterity. But how often is it buried with them or before them ?
or afterwards obfcured by their off-fprings bafenefs ? Such an
inheritance is foon fpent, unles by taking hold of Chrift and
Gods Covenant we fo gain an everlafting Name that fball net be
et off, Ifa. 56. 4, 5.

Riches alo arenot for ever, but maketo themfelves wings to fly
away like Eagles, {0 that cither we never with all our hatte over-
take them, or when oncehad and enjoyed and afterward flown
away, we are never able to recover them, {o that we have no rea-
fon to ciufe our eyes tofly on them (as the word -there is ) whichfo
fiy from us ‘

And doth the Crown endure to every generation? Prov. 27+ 24.
Remove the Diadem and take off the Crown, IR R? NN this
Soall not beshe (ame, Iill oversurm, overswrn, overturnit, and it

Jhall
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3l beno more, faith God by his Prophet, Ezek 21. 26, 2.
Our knowledge and experience hathtold us that even hercdita- -
ty Crowns and Kingdoms may be removed and alienated.

And how fhould this therefore alienate our affeclions from fuch
moveables, and make us lay more fure hold on Chrift, upon whom
His Crown flowrifheth, Pfal. 132. 18. is not a withering gar-
land ; is fwbflance, and an inberitance that will abide by us, will
live, and on which we may live for ever. As therefore he is
faid tochufe the inberitance of bis people for them, Pfal. 47. 4.

O that he would once teach us all to chufe right by making

choice of bim s that we had fixed everlafting thoughts and de-

fires of this everlafting inberitance, as it’s called, Hebr. o. 15

Thefe are the fure mercies of David. We that are wont to be o 5, Py
careful to make fure other eftates and inheritances to ourfelves 4
and children and friends; O that we were fo good friends to

our felves and them, as to take more care to afcertain this which

is incorruptible, undefiled, andwbich fadeth not away.

Which if once fecured, Happy, for ever happy’ webecaufe we Ufe 4
are made for ever. Subflance and inberisance (as I1faid) are two
great words, which may prove very frong fupporters of the
moft broken arms. . How well and comfortably do fome live on
Annuities that 1aft but for a time ! but how muach more conten-
tedly and joyfully doth the beir on his inberitance, which if-
he do not prodigally wafte but busbend, will prove a perpe-
tuity } T
B¥xt what abundant fatisfaCtion may this be tothe beirs of life,
that whereas all other carthly inberizances will be certainly con-
fumed ifnot before, yetat the laft day, when the whole earth and
all she works that aretberein fhall be burns up : yet in this their 5 py, 5, 1o.
everlafling inberitance they are provided for to cternity. Eternity,
whether you look on the black or bright fide of it,is a matterof
faddeft confideration. To ga at laft cither into everlafting pu-
mifbment, ot life Eternal, Matth. 25. 46. On the one fide the
worm that never dieth, and the fire that mever goeth omt, may
flartle and affright the moft fenfelefs and obdurate finner ; but
the fure poffeflion and everlafting inheritance of everlafting
righteoufnefs here and everlafling life hereafter, is that which can-
not but adminifter frong and everlafting confolation to the pooreft -
weakeft believer. In this vaft wide common of eternity. which
they can find no end of; they may be Joft as to their thoughts, buc “a
it>s well that they are faved ( thsu%‘h) becanle is’s intheir own .

inberitances
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inberitance. Well may they fay with David, the lises ave fallento
me in pleafant places, Ihave a goodly beritage, Pfal 16, 6. What
content do men ufe to take in their inheritances , continued to
them in {o many and fo many dc{cents from their great Anceftors !
Salve berediolum majorsm regna meorum Quod proavus, qued avms,
quod pater excoluis. Though net Regna, but berediola, though
not Kingdoms, but far le(s natrers, yet if our fore-fatber’s inbe-
ritance, it’s that which as we much fct by, {o we rake very great
content in. And how much more may every beir of life in his?
whether continucd in his ecarthly Progenitors feveral defcents os
‘no, yet an inberitance provided for bim by his beavemly Father
from eternity, Matth. 25. 34 and continued to him to etcrnity,
2. 46. that he fhall never our-live his meansas the Prodigel did,
nor out-laft his inheritance : becaufe it is Chrift, who is yefferdsy
and to diy and the fame for ever. Swbftance! there is folid com-
fort. Inberitance!” There is everlafting confolation. He may now
add and fay with the young man in the Gofpel, What lack L yes ?
Is there, Can there be yetany thing wanting ?- when the Commo-
dityisfo 1. f{ubftantial, 2.{olafting? No. If youadd buta third
to thofe two, That there be enough of it 3 and that the follow-
ing part of the Text adds. In Chrift- there was (we have

" feen) )

-1. Solid Reality. He is O} fubftance.

. 2. Perpetuity.. It W' TII7, In him we inberit fubflance.
o both which is added in the clole of the verfe.
" 3. Perfc& fulnefs and plenty. '

 N7OR ST
And Iwill ﬁIl their Treafures..

Two very full words. Treafures fpeak Plensy;and Fulnef? fills up
to the Brim,and leavethmo vacuity : and therefore well might the
Apofile fay, ¥o iy dumd mewawgapiros, Col 2. 10. that weare com
pleat-in Chrift. 1f this here in part be meant of the fupply of oas-
ward merciesy iU’s that pélesr Swsgaxyurbusres, Luke 6. 38. the over-
meafure running over, that by him we may have slways oll-fuffici-
ency in all things, as the Apoftle fpeaks :- but'that which abundantly

"fufficeth a godly.heart, and is here chicfly intended, fhall fuffice
me now to treat of; and that is, that #2va ivacyfa srtvudlud i
7456 imvearboss ir xesd, that Al of fpiriemal bleffings in bca’mdy

: praceh
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places, which are inChrift : which he moft plentifully imparts to
them that love bim. Concerning which he doth aot here fpeak
over when he {aith, be will fill their tresfures. The more full
clearing whercof will be too greata task for me to difpatch in the
remnant of the hour. Suffice it thercfore for the prelent, Digirum
ad fontem, to thew you in how full a current the ftream is likely
to run : or how full the Ciftern will be, fhewing you how full the
foumtain is. And foit will be a Demonftration, a priori, of Chrift’s
being able perfectly to fill us 3 by declaring that he is abfolutely,
.compleatly above meafure, full in him(:lf, there is no doubt but ,
that be willbe able to fill our tresfuress Inwhom arebid all the

_ streafures of wifdom and knowledge, as the Apoltle from his own
experience bears witnefs , ‘Col. 2. 3. In Chrift are hid (from
Strangers) bat moft (afely’laid up (for believers) Treafures, and
-that’s a greatdeal, but all treafures is as mach ascan be, efpeci-
ally if it be not only of wifdom and kaowledge, but of all grace,
and whatever may fill and enrich us. For that the Apoftie had
faid in the foregoing Chapter, v. 19. &y &Sl ivdinnss wdy 73 waé-
swue xelusicasr. It pleafed the Father that inbim all fulnefs fronid
dwell. And more could not be.faid, nor more fully to make our
jo fall. . L. .

1. Here is aafigoua Fulinefs, no emp:inels; nothing wan-
ting. '

i Anindwelling fullnefs. Not seguxiisas but xalofca, not
.as fejonrning in a moveable fent, but everabiding asin an everlas-
fting manfion : not as the Prophets who in thofe extraordinary
-1llapfes were full of power by the [pirit of the Lord, as Micab
fpeaketh, cap. 3.8. which yet lafted not always, but like the
.fea,- which is now upin a full {pring.tide, and ere long finks
down into a dead low water. But this fons peremnis, this ever-
living {pring retaineth its conftant fulnefs inthe drygft fummers.
This following Rock goeth along with the Ifrael of God in the x Cor.ro 4.
droughticft wildernefs. Hagar’s bott’e now full,ere long may
‘be empty, Geno 21.15. Elijab’s brook now overflowing may af-
-ter a while dryup, 1 Kings 17. 7. . e

The:Creature like Naomi (and that name fignifieth pleafam-
#ef3) the moft pleafing and promifing creature (like her) may
go owt full, andreturn empty, Rusb. 1. 21v But asin Chrifts pre-
Semee there isfulnefs of joy,{0 at bis right band there are %3 QW) Plab16. 11.
pleafures for evermore. 1. Fslnefs, 2. an indwelling, an everla-

Qling faluefs. .
8 f ﬁ Dd 2 3. And
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3. And this froman wdexie from the good pleafure of God the

~ Fatber, whichnever failethin what it dcfigneth.

4. And to make all compleat, There isa Note of univesfa-
lity added, w&y wafgoua, Allfulnes dwellsinhim. Al for Kind,
and Al for degree. Nothing wanting, no meafure defe@ive in

" him towhom the fpirit was ot given by meafure, Fobn3. 34

It>s otherwife in the moft complete creatures, The head may be
full of notions, and the heart empty of grace, and the fame

Chriftian who iseminentin one grace may be very defe@ive in -

another. Innature, eminency in one kind isbut to compenfate
the defeci in another. Butin Chrift, whois Allin All, is Al ful-

9efSe .
j;’lenimda fonsis, thefulnefs of a fountain, which notwithftand-

ing all the water it poureth out, is ftill always full, though not of -

the fame individual water, but of what flowes in"a continual
fucceflion. : -

Plenitudo folis, the fulnefi of the fun, in which the fame light
abideth always, which though it may be over-clouded and .e-
clipfed, yet not extinguithed; but {oas after fuch overfhadow-
ings fhines out in more full brightnefs : as Mr. Peacock aftera
fad hour of darknefs that had been upon his fpirit broke. out in-
to that Divine expreflion, the fea isnot [0 full of water, or the fam
of light, a3 God is of goodne(s in Cbrift.

Nay, Plenitudo Deitatis, the fulnefs of the God-bead, Col- 2. 9.
of the whole Divine naturc and allits properties and Actributes,

" which being infinite cannot but infinitely more than fill up our

greateft vacuities and emptinefs.

But this leads me to a more particular view of this fulnefs of
Chrift : whichmay be confidered either, 1. inregard of his per-
fon, or, 2. ofhis offices, .

1. For his Perfon, if we confider it cither guoad gratiam unmi-
onis, or gratism babitwalem, cither the Divine Nature affuming
the Humane into the fame perfonal fubfifience, or that Grace,
which thereupon isfrom that Divine Nature communicated to
the Humane for its compleat accomplithment, thete can be no
lefs in one Chrifithan All fulnefs and perfe@ion, in himfelfand
for all fuch asare united to him. ' .

1. For his Nature, Tbe fulnefi of the Godbead dwells in bim,

“and that Bodily, Col. 2. g. i.e. not as in the more empty fha-
~dows of the law, but fubftantially, perfonally, that the fame

Perfon whois Manis God allo, and that Manbood affumed inte
oy C the
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the fubfiftence of the Godbead, Fobn 1. 14. The word was made
flefp, and then we bebeld bis glory as the oxly begosten of the Fae
ther full of Grace and Trmsh 5 that it’s God who laid down his
own bloxd as a price of redemption forus, Ads 20. 28. and that

cvery way makes a fupply tous. And then, how fiull muft that '

needs be? He would have us hungry: But he is too greedy,
whowm an Alfufficient Chrift canno‘t“ﬁmfy. That want is more
than infinite, which an iofinite God cannot make up. Do aot I
fill beaven and earth ? [aith the Lord, Fer. 23. 24. And cannot
he fill thy heart? For cestain Jefus Chrift, who is God over s,
Rom. 9. 5. Allin All, Col- 3. 11. isableto fill allin all, Epbefc
e 223

2.3 And this leads to that Fuluefs of babitual Grace which from
the Divine mature flowed into the Humane: Not as though the
cffential properties of one Nature were communicated to the o-
ther, and fo his Humanity were infinise, ommipotent, or omni-
prefent (as the Ubiguitaries would haveit) Buc that the fpirit was
given 0 bimfo above meafure, Fobn 3. 34. that he became fuch
a Fountain of Grace, as was not only full in himfelf, but over-
flowing to the full fupply of all believers. And this Grace in him
(though but a created quality and therefore mot properly infinise,
yet) foas not limited to any kind, or degree, and in that fenfe
in a manner infinite. T o

And this grace was full not only in reference to Hine, and His
ftate and condition: forin that fenle Mary is {aid to have becn

" full of grace, Luke 1. 28. and Stephen and Barnabas, full of the
_Holy Gboft, Act.

']. §5. 11. 24. namely as they were filled fo
far as was requifite to that condition and fervice, to which God
called them. ‘ : »
But Chrift whois faid to be full of the Holy Ghoft, Luke 4. 1.
and full of grace andtrush, Fobn 1. 14, was full alfo in reference

#0 the Grace it felf, in that it wasin him in the greateft exten-.

fion both for Kind and Degree, which the Bleffed Virgin, and
the perfeieft Saint fell fhore of, as not secefJary 2o sbeir place and
employment, as it was to Chrifts 5 who as he was in himfelf, God-
Man, fo he was to be Head to all Believers, and Fosutain and
common principle of all Grace in them alls which neceflarily re-

" quired it to be a compleat over-flowing fulnefs. And this leads me

off from this fulnefs ‘of Chrift in reference to his Perfon, to -
"2. That (in the fecond place) which concerneth his Offices.

To which, as God called him, {o he fully furnifhed him, that l}:e
o ‘ - might
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might as fully execute them, and {o filfill sll righteonfuefs, Matih.
3. 15. as Bezaleel when called by Name was filled with the fpiris

“10 prepare all sbe work, of the faniinary: and amongft cherelt this
-was one, in cstting of flontes , ﬂ&%‘?

7 t0 fet them , or fill with
them, as the word fignitieth : which were therefore called 70

AR Lapides implesionum , ‘Exsd. 25. 7. - becaufe fuch precioss

Jtones fo fet by him did fill ap the Pales and Ouches which they
were fet in. Even fuch a Beaaleel was our Emmanuel,compleatly
filled with allgrace forthe rearing up and perfeCting of God’s
San@uary : and his fo many offices were as fo many Palesor Oncbes
of gold, in which were fet all thofe moft precious graces and abili-
ties of the fpirit, as {o many WD "R molt precions filling

~ftones : by which he moft compleatly fulfilled the whole work of

his Mediatorfhip and of all his Offices.
‘They, you know, werc three, of Prophet, Prieft and King.:

"~ and he abundantly ducnithed with futeable Grace pesfe@ly to
*  fulfill them all.

‘febnr.as.

~Rom. 14, 9.

L]

“Rom. 18+ 1 4o
Pfal.xg. 7.
~Making wife
: the fimple.
Ay 6, yo,

1. ‘As Prophet. In bits are bid all the treafures of wifdom and

: knowledge, Col. 2. 3. whereby he is moft fully able to enrich our

cmpty Heads and Hearts with thac faving wifdom which is able
to make us wife wnto falvation. And if Timeetby by being much in
Paul’s Company, came thereby fully 0 know ]a’i: Doctrine, 2 Tim.
3. 10. how much infinitely more muft the Son by being in bis
Fatber’s bofom come to know. his will? And as-by a faithful
Treafurer what in this kind-was laid up by him, though hid from
others, yet is brought forth and imparted by him to his Servants,
Matth. 13. 11. This full founsain is difperfed abroad, as his peo-
ples occafions require. And if Panl could fay that he bad fully
_preached the Gofpel, haw much more fully doth Chrift both in his
own Minifiry, and in his Servants, both commiffionated and en-
abled by him?- Oh! Nome teacheth like bim, Fob36.22. None
fo convincingly, cledsly, inwardly, favingly. Thege is an abun-
dant over-flowing fulnefs in him as our Prophet,to fill us,even the
moft empty and ignorant, with the {aving knowledge of his will.
How cminently wonderfully have Idiots, men of weaker parts and
women of the weaker Sex, not only been made wife to Salvation,
but alfo to filence and confound fubtleft and moft profound op-
pofers, which have not beew able to rufifk the wifdom and [piris by
:bieb they fpake , both Scipture and Church Story. fully evi-
ence. . :
20 As Prigft5 according to the Hebrew Phrafe bis bands svere

filled
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filled in his full conlesration to that office : .which he as fully ex- )
ccated, - as is fully cleared in the Epiftle to the Hebrews, -~ -

T his Cenfor we find @upuduara woana. 10s full of much Goeer

incenfé of his Interceflion to be offered wp with the Prayers of ol

Saints, to make chem accepted a¢ they go wp ont of bis hand Rewel.
8.2 4 . , \
ing his Sacrifice moft fully éxpiatory &f allour fins. Solomon’s '

Sacrifice of two and twenty_shonfand Oxen, and an bundeed and 2 Chron. 9. 5.
swenty thonfand Shecpy was but an imperfeGt typeand Epicome of
the infinitencs of our true Solomor’s one all-{ufficient .oblation.

And the Prict’s fprinkling of sbe blood fevem times befove te Lord, Sec Ainfwerth
Levit. 4. 6. buta dark fhadow of that full ablution and perfe in losum.
cleanfing, which ewr High Prieft made by bis own bloed.

By whichalfo he hath fully quenched the faming ¥ise of his Fa-

thers wrath. To which puspole you find bim with a Rainbem on
bis bead, Revel. 10..1. to affure and focure ws from that over-
flowing deluge: which (it may be) was thadowed out by 7-

fiuacs building an Altar, and offering Pcace-offcrings even upon.

Maunt Ebal, (Fofb- 8.30,31.) upon which the Curfe waswontto .
be denounced. By our Fofua, omr Fefus, even where a Curfe
might have been expe@ed, we meet with the Blefing of Peace. :
The Phalmift calls it tbe grest and wide Sea, in which are creeping Pful 104.3s0 .
shings isnsumerable, both fmall and great beafts. And may not we ‘
fay it’sa deep full Sea of Chrift’s Blood, in whiclr are drown’d-
fuch an inoumerable Company of lefler-and greater fins, even
Mountains as well as Mole-hills. It 1D ‘12 Plemifid
(Mulciplied) Kedemption , as it’s called, Pfal. 130. 7,8 which
redeems Ifracl, even oll the Ifrael g{‘ God from all their inigmitiess
and thet fo fully, that as fome Pictures although they look upon.
all in the oot yet feem to every particular man as though they.
eyed him only 5 even {o, although the extent of Chrif’s Merit See Aqwin.
reacheth to all Belicvers in common, yet fo fully to every Belie- parte3. g.1.a..
ver in particular,as though it had been defigned to him only.How 4-3- &ad.
full is this well-head which doth fo fully ferve both common "™
Gonduit and every private Cifiern? ‘

3. As King. The Apoftletells vsheis now aftended wpfar abose.
all beavens that bemight fill all shings, Epbef. ‘1 10. full of pow-
erand glory, fully able to overcome all our. {piritual and bodi-
1y encmies, and to fupply us with Grace and Peace, with all in.
ward and outward mercics; Ina word, and in the words of.

the Text, cvery way ableto fillowr Treafuress .
’ oF;
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For being both as to his Perfon and Offices fo fully furnifhed
with all futhiciencies, as Solomon faith of the Clowds, if: they be fall

*of raim, they empty shemfelves ow the earth, Ecclefi 11.3. So
- Chrift I;cing thus every way full: in himfelf, he is of God masde un-

tous afull fountain of wifdom amd righteonfe(s, and [andlifics-
tion, and redemption, 1 Cor. 1.30. all on purpofe laid up in him,
that he might fupply is, and that ot of bis fulnefs we all mighs
receive grace for grace. And fo we read of him, Revel. 8. 3
18600 durd hw ddoy. All was given to bim, thas be might give

to allhis. And therefore it isthat what the Pfalmit calleth his

receiving of gifts, Pfal.68.18. the Apofile, Epb. 4. 8. tranflates

is giving of. giftsto mens becaufe as Mediator he received chat
he might give, he was filled that he might fill. - As in an inex-
hauft trealury all was laid up in him, that ar 4 good bosfbolder
be might.uponall occafions bring forsh oxt of bis treafure things
new sndold, (Metth. 13. §2.) and fillours,

S
sena gl
o hitr
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'ND heisas good as his word. He bidsus open our mouths 4, ¢, M
wide,and affureth us he will fill them,Pfal.81.10. And never . N J.b.
did any hungry foul go from him empty. I bave fatiated the ries ovzm ‘
weary fonl, and I bave replenifbed every forromful foul, Fer. 31. 23"165 *
25. That double expreflion of a wearyand a forromfil foul fig- ::,‘ﬁg-.
nifieth a very great want and emptinels, but thofe other to words
'DR'?Q MY WY Abunde irrigavi, potavis explevi, Ibave abun-
dantly refrebed, nay completely filled, exprefs a moft fall (upply.
And “when this isto w3 93 not only to one or two, or fome
fejvy, but to every fuch empty foul, it {peaks an over-flowing ful-
* wefs.
1« Firftin that it canfill fo'many. Every forrowful foul theres
and #beir treafures in the plural number here in the Text. There
can never be fo many of them that Chrift thould not be able to
6ll them all, who filleth all in all, Epbefe 1. 23. And therefore
as Elifha bad the widow go and borrow veffels of all ber migh-
bomrs even empty veffels, and not a few, and there was more oyl
than veffels to receiveit, 2 Kings 4.3, 6. {0 bring we to Fefus
our Elifya, our own wveffels, yea go abroad and bring our children,
friends and neighbours, be they never (o many, and never o empty,
yet as longas there is a veffel.to receive, there will be oyl o fill
it.. What Ariftotle {aid of vertue, is moft erinently true of Chriff, Rbetor. L v,
he is Zusgynlinds 7oy @Ay  usydaor, 6 wdvtey M mdyra 9. p;r;e'é.'
He dotb good to mamy 5 as it is the greatnels and magnificent Gulflon,
- munificence of great men to have many to depend upon them,
and receive fromthem, fo of Jefus Chrilt the great Godto have
infinite numbers to be fed and filled by him, who giveth liberal-
ly, and that #all, Fames 1. 5. and is alcended fo high above
all beavens, that herein he infinitely tranfcends the greateft faf-
ficiency and bounty of the highe@t here on carth, in.that ke is

able to fill gll shings, Ephefs 4. 10. and yet himfelf not empticd.
o _ Ee Xirxes
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Xerxes army may be (o numerous that it might drink up great
rivers, and as Senacherib boafted, dry them up with the foles of
their feet, Ifa. 37. 25 But Facobs well then is very full and
decp, of which Ee bimfelf drank aud all bis children and cattle,
Fobn 4. 12, But how incxhauftis this fountain of Iftael, of which

_all the Ifracl of God have all drunk and that abundantly, and

that inall ages from the firft 4dam, and fo fhall to the latt Saint
on earth? Trulythat latt Tlaviyve and gemeral affembly of the
firft-born,when they (hall appear betore Chrilt at the laft day and be
with him in heaven for ever, will bea goodly company; fo great
@ minltitude as nome can nymber. It will be a Royal (ound which
that whole Chorss fhall then make, when they fthall fing and
aloud proclaim this truth, that ome Chbrijt bath abundantly filled
them all. Them all 2 when there wese but fowr thowfand men to
entertain, his difciples asked the queftion, and kncw not how

* toanfwerit, whemce flo all we bave bread in the wildernefs o fill fo

great a multitude > Matsh. 15.33. Now blefled be God that our
Chrilt is no fuch barrex wildernefs 5 but that in ather greateft
wildernefles hecan and doth and will feed far greater compa-

" nies.

Matth. 14.37.
Mark 8. 8,

And not oneof them, not the leaft, meaneft, poorelt negle-
Ged or fent awayempty. Suchin other crowds are often over-
looked. But our good Hoxfbolder comes in to fie bis Gucfis, takes
notice of all, that none may be without their dimenfum. You
heard that he filleth cvery forrowful foul 3 a little Benjamin’s mefs
may be the greatet. Tobe fure, whatever the man be, he will
have the beltand fulleft meal that feeleth himfelf moft cmpty,
and therefore hungreth moft, and feedcth heartilieft. The poor-
eft Chriftian that knoweth not what other treafures mgean, in
Chrift hath them, and filled too, and that with the fullef. In
that entertainment of Chrift even now mentioned, his guetis
befides four thoufand men were women and little children. His Pro-
vifions therefore muft needs be full which could welcome (o
many.

B}:lt it may be you will fay, though they were many, yet it
was rot much that they received. Philip indecd then fpake of
every one of them saking a little. Fobn. 6. 7. But Iam fure I was
as much as they womld, v 11. and the next verfe faith 2saad-
Swoay they were filled; and that’s the word in my Text ; other
Evangelifts fay $yogléoncar and that word fignifieth amore™
full repletion.

2" W hich
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2. Which is a feconid proof of the Point ; that there is Sull pro~
‘vifion in Chrifl, in that as he givs to many, {0 thatit is [; much.
Not only o all,but 20 all liberally, Fames 1. 5. The fame Lord over
all isrich wnto oll, Rom. 10. 12. which argues infinite, both Suf-
ficiency and Beumy. Forman’s, that is bounded : The more it

gives to, the lefi itis that every one of them receivess but this

heap is fo great that one man hath not-the lefs becaufe another
carrieth away the more fromit. This Ocean fo vaft and full that
one Veflel is never the emptier becaufe another is fill’d by it, while(t
both are full. O the bottomlefs aby(s of God’s Bounty in Chrift!
that notwithftanding the vaft multitudes of perfons and capaci-
ties, however fome. receive more than others, yet all fo much as
they are all filled ,and tbat {ofully,as if it were for them only. In
Chsift there muft needs be a full fupply, when fo mach for fo ma-
ny. Mauch; very much.

1. Becaafe indeed allshings. So the Apofile fiyles him, a '

in Ay, Col.3.11. And theretore might well fay, AUl are yowrs,
when he could add, A#d ye are Chrif¥’s, 1 Cor. 3. 22, 23. And

ellewhere, Ibave all,faith Facob, Gen. 33. 11.and I bave allfaith

Paul, Phil. 4. 18. Mark what Bills of Keceipts his Servants bring
in, And truly if by kmowledge she Chambers be filled with all pre-
cious and pleafant Ricbes, Prov. 24..4. thenit’s no wender if the
Eternal and Elential Wifdom of God here in the Text be able #o
fill our Treafures with all varieties and fulnels of whatever is more

fabftantial. To bim that overcometb , he promifeth that be fhall .

inberit all things, Revel. 21.7. Ivs very much, when in the ge-
neral fisfk it’s Al :
2. More particularly s fully able to fupply all our wants, and

that inshe greateft extremities of them's as Buthfaida’s Poolcured .

every patiens, ¢ iwdls aalelxwro voohuals, of whasever difeafe be
bad, Fobns. 4. fotruly in Chrift there is a falve for every fore.
He'is adrla's) 4» 7y, All and in All, both perfons and wants.

And ouys are vesy great and many. Our Soulsand felves without -

Chrift are a very Tobw and Bobu, wholly empty and void, a vaft em-
ptinefs; and every Creature though in its kind never fo ufeful and
helpful,though never fo full, as we think, of comfort is butempty 3
And emptinefs put to emptinefs will not make up any filnefs. At
beft is but bonums particulare, helps butin part.  Our meat [Gif°
fieth our buuger, but doth not cover our nakednefs : and our gar-
ments cloath us, butdo nat feed ws.  But Chrift as God is Bonum
Univerfale, is All, doth All.  Thereis no pit of deftru&ion fo

Ee 2 deep

r1 8
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deep which he cannot fill, nor any want {o great, which he cao-
not fupply. And that in their greateft Extremity. .
3. So full as to fatistic all our defires, and that in their utmoft
capacity. Youheard.of a mosth promifed to be fillkd when wide

_ open, Pfal.81.10. And this is more than the former. Your or.

Fons eft qui
wincit fitten-
tem,

Marth. 14.20.
35.37-
73bn6. 1,
12

Ruth, 2,
"y 4

dinary plain faying is, that yosx may better fill a wantons belly than
bis eye. Truly fuch wantons often are many foolith.men. The
Plalmuft fpeaks of their bellies being filled, Pfal. 17. 14. when yet
the Preacher faith, the eye is mot fatisfied, Ecclef. 1.8. So naturally
capacious are the rational Souls of men, and fo finfully and un-
reafonably greedy are their defires and lufts, that nothing in the
World can fill them. But it’s well that God'and Chrift can. As
God, He [atisfieth the dfire of every living thing, Pfal. 145. 16.
and as Mediatour he faith, Drink, yea drink abundantly, O beloved,
Cant. 5. 1. Spare not my coft but enlarge your appetite. Man’s
defires may be large : but God’s Goodnels and Bounty in Chriftis
infinite, able to fupply all our wants in their extremity, and all
the defires of our Souls in their utmoft capacity. But of this I
fpake fomething in the firft Point, and therefore here forbear.

4+ Yct let me add this in the fourth place, asan iwiuszepr, not
only good meafure, pre(fed down and fhakentogetber, but alfo ran-
ning over, that Chrift doth not-only fully anh{wer our wants and
defires, but abundantly infinitely exceeds them, (Cas a full well-
head doth not only feed the Conduit, but hath a 1laker.) When
he is the Entertainer, though his Guefts be never fo many or hun-
gry, there will bea 73 weeraiiorr When all are filled, and have re.
ceived as much as they will, there willbe fo many baskets of what
remained, moxc of the fragments than the itk provifions came to.
He being able sad¢ warle moricar Saspsxaseiss, to do abundamly
above all we can ask or shink, Epbef: 3. 20. David’s Cup is fo full
that it runs over, Pf3l. 23. 5. :

Some of his Servsmts have been fo filled with fpiritual joys,
that they have defired him to hold his hand, as not being able to
reccive or hold, or bear any more.

Yea fo full and exubérant is this founsain of life, that it runs
over in many common bounties even to Strangers and Enemics
{o that not only the Children are fed, but even the Dogs gather up
the crumbs that fall from this full sable. O full-handed Father'
O bountiful Houfe-keeper I Here’s God’s Plenty, Enough and to
Jpare- Rutb found it in Boaz’s field. But the truly hungring Soul
more abundantly in Chrift’s. Tafts,Pledges, earneft-pennies hese

- are
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are very fatisfying. What then will the full meal, and payiment,
and portion in Heavenbe ? If he (o fatisfie us here, he will there
. for certain fill our treafures. They fo fatisfie, that they would

not have any thing elfe : but only are unfatisfied, that they have
no more of them.

5. Add hereto, if you pleafe, in the fifth place that this filling
over-flowing fulnefs of Chrift appears yet further, in that he can
thus compleatly fill us by bimfilf alone when there is fo little (it
may be nothing) elfe to beftead use A litcle fpring, if it have
many rivolets falling into it asit runs along, may at laft (well
into a great fiream, and all Rivers. meeting may make a full Sea
and valt Ocean : but it’s a full fountain indeed that of it felf alone
fills all the Cocks, and fets all the Millsa going. No great matter
for a confluence of all outward comforts to fill a man, and
that rather with pride and fcIf, than any (olid fatisfaction.
But :
Either when we have but little elfe, to have fully enough whillt When they
we have the morc of Chrift 5 when fi many thoufind are fed to the Tewed him
full, and [o much 10 fpare, when the Provifion was but five barly ;‘:?m%wﬁ'd‘:’“
Joayes. (that was but {paring and courfe) and two fmall fifpes , (but enough,

. #wo and they listle ones too) made the miracle the greater, and Luke 21, 38.
tells us that Chri was the entertainer. : ‘

O« when there is nothing elfe, and yet nothing wanting, when
Cbrift isnot. To bave nothing, and yet to poffefs all things, 2 Cor. 6.

10. as it hath been with Chrif’s Martyrs and other his deffisute

and. perfecuted Servants, when deflitnte, yet not defolate.  This Seepfusren
is only from that listle flone cus omt withont bands, that became & Hebra11.37
mouns ain and filled the whole earth, Dan. 2.34,35. As it’s the

4ir which is not {een that fills up that valt fpgce betwixt Heaven

and Earth: foit’s nothing elfe but an hidden, unfeen, unknown,
unconcciveable Fulnefs of Chrift that fills fuch Souls with Grace, '
Peace, and Joy, when all elfe is nothing, or nothing but vacuity

and vanity , and that the Prophet faith is Jefi and worfe than

notbing. -

In f word Chrift here in- the Text when fpeaking of fubfance;
faith it emphatically and exclufively, I will fill their Treafures, I i
and none, nothing but I. A (olid and fatisfying Repletion is from -
this Bread of lif¢only. Al befides it f3risfierth not, Ifa. 55 2.

It fwells rather than fills. Orif it fills, 1Cswith emptinefs, with Fobrs.2.-
. wind and eaft-wind, with Pride, or Pain rather than with any
folid and fubftantial (atisfa&ion. That’s Chrift’s Royalty whi;b

e
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he here appropriates to himfelf, when he faith that He will make
thofe that love him to inherit fubftance, and that He will fill their
Trealures, , o :

In the Application of which, that which in the general I
would moft ferioufly prefs and call for, is, that we would en-
decavour to be more fully and feelingly poflefled with the be-
Ticf of this truth. For did we firmly believe in the general, and
confiantly carry along with us a@ual thoughts and perfuafions
that Godis Alfufficient, and that Chrift aloneis able and willing
and ready to fill our treafures, it would be of admirable ufe to
us in oug gvholc courfe for our inftru@ion and dire@ion and
eftablithment in matter both of do@rine and pracice. As in
patticular ,

It would cut offall thofe Affkmenta, or Patches with which
the Papifts would eke out Cbrift, to make him compleat, orus in

.. hims as his Propbetical office, in their Traditions, or Kingly, in
- the Popes Head-fbip, or Pricfily, in their own merits, or Pcpes

" . Pardonsand Indulgences. That Treafure of the Church (as they

callit) is exhaufted, and their Purgatory (or purfes rather) quite
emptied by this of Chrifts filling b bis peoples treafures. It was
in this fenfe that the Apofile faid that we are compleat in bim,
Col. 2. 30. And whereas cap. 1. 19. he had faid that 2udéxnes
It pleafed the Fatber that inbim all fulncfs fhould dwell, it cannot
but much difpleale, that quite crofs to the 2udoxfe the good plea-
fure and defign of the Father, and the Glory of Chrift, any thing
thould be taken away from his fole jurifdittion, or added to help

~ to fillup hisplenary fatisfaction and full vedemption. Tndeed the

Apofile in the z4. verfe of that chapter fpeaks of 74 Jcgiua-
74 what was bebd (which the vulgar too boldly rendreth es
que defunt , what was wanting ) of the afflitions of Chrift for bis
bodies fake the Church. But thatis meant of Chriff Myftical, not
Perfonaly and for the cdifying of the Saints, not for the fatis-
fying for their fins, which Chrift had done fully, and by ore of-
ferivg for ever perfeied them that are fandlified, Heb. 10. 14. So
that in it alone is the Cbarches treafury, to be freely taken out
by the alone hand of faith, and not fold by the Popes merchants
to fill their purles, not Gods peoples confciences with peace
and joy. It’s Chrift alone that fills thofe treafires. The Popes
Bulls (whether Plumbee or Auree) are Bullste Nuge Bubbles
full of wind, which will leave the foul full of anguilk and defpair,
but empty of all {olid and true fatisfa&ion. But we lcave them,
and come to our felves. - , A
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As to our .pra&ice it condemns our ftuffing and filling our e 2,
felves with other trath, asthe Apoltle faith, After the Tradition co), o, 8.
of men, after the rudimenss of the world, and nat after Chrift. Vain '
man would be wifé 5 and empty man,full; fo vain empty (ouls ! Full
we would fain be. But it’s with the world, with fclf, with fin
but not with Chritty full of poyfon, or#rafb. Such kind of fillings
the Scripture often f{peaks of, Either with what is fimply and
finfully evil, and will cerainly undo us, and fill us at lalt with
the wrath of God, and finking gricfand horrour. Sothe wanson
fills himfelf with wnchaff love, Prov. 7. 18. the drunkard with
drink,-Ifa. 56. 12. the violent oppseffour (as the Lion doth his
den) with prey, Nabum 2. 12. their boufes with [poil, Prov. 1..

13- their eyes With adultery, 2 Pet. 2. 14. their months with

eurfing, Pfal. 10. 7. and their bands with bribes, Pfal. 26. 10,

and bloud, Ifa. 1. 15. their bearss fullof wrash and fury, Efther

3¢ 5. Dan. 3. 19. But where is Chrift in all this? Hedothnot

{o ufe to fill his {ervants treafures. This is the filling up of she

meafure of owr fins, Masth. 23. 32. mot the growing up to the

meafure of the (ature of the fulnefs of Chrift, Epbef. 4 13. Satans
“filling our- bearts, as Aiiss. 3. and not Chrifts filling our Trea-

fures. Thetreafuring wp of wrath agsinft the day of wrath, Roms,

2. 5. and 0ot the laying upin flore of agood foundation, that we

may lay bold of esernal life, 1 Tim. 6.19. What Fames faich of

the songue, thatit’s full of deadly poyfon, will at length prove true Fames3. 8
of all thofe kind of fillings. Sucha Pletborie will be fure to end -
in fome deadly ficknefs. Like a foolith Mariner that overladeshis

Ship with that ftowage that will be fure to fink her: orthe un~

wife husbandman that fills his barns wich {uch ftuff, which will
certainly fet them on fire if not better looked to, L

Orifnot fobad, yetat beft and moft ordinarily we fll" our
felves if not with that which is poifor and fimply evil, which-"
will certainly deftroy us,. yet with shut which is not bread,
this fubftance in the Text. No fubfiantial lafting Trealure,
which we may live oninadear day. Such are all outward pro-
fits, pleafures, honours, and fuch like enjoyments, as the Phi-
liftins filled up Abrabams wells with earth : {0 it’s earth and easth- Gem, 26,14, )
ly contentments that we ufually ftopand fill up our hearts with,
Belly-treafures (as they are calledy which God fills worldlings.
with,Pfal. 17.14. Not like thefc in the Text which he fills for thofe
shat love bim. The Body full fcd, and the Soul ftarved. The
belly filled with meat, and the puifcand coffers with coin, and

it
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it may be the head with notions, and the heart empty of grace

all the while. We treafure and heap up honour and wealth, and
learning, and are here infatiable, asthe Prophet faith, There ismo
end of their treafures, Ifa. 2. 7. nor of our dcfire of them. In
the multitude of our thoughts and deep fludies thefe do seram-
que paginam implere, whillt God not in all our thowughss, Pfal. 10.

. 4+ Noreomfor Chrift, whillk the Inn isfilled with other Rirangers.

No bungring after the Bread of life, when'thus filled with other
Cates. Nay; the full foul loathesh the bony-comb, Prov. 27.1.
None more fully loathing Chrift than fuch as are thus filled with
other dainties. And yet what do all thefe Tympanies fill us with,
but wind and the eaft-wind, with-anguifh, or at be(t with empti-

- nels? To have our barns filled with fuch gayes and- fine no-

things, when a dear day cometh, will prove but a pining crop, and
leave {uch a florer buta very poor empty man.
Which therefore on the contrary calls upon us to reft fully\ﬁtis-

fied with nothing that falls thort of Chrift, that webe fure" that

it’s’ he that fillsour treafures. Let nothing fill usbut Chrift, no
nor in part conduce to it further than Chrift is in it, er with it,
Chrift, his Spirit, his Prefence, Grace, and Peace only fhould ful-
fik owr joy. The bett duty or ordinance {o far as Chrift in it : elfe
it willbe but empty and leave us fo. Word, Sacrament, Prayer,
Chriftian Communion, fofar as this water of life is conteined in
them and conveyed by them, are full wells of Salvation, Ifs. 12.
3. Otherwife we too often find them but dry empty Cifterns. If
the fpoufe findnot her Beloved in thefe Beds of love, (he is wholly
atalofs, andin the midft of other crowds like a lonefomn defo-
late widow crieth out, Saw ye bim whom my foul loveth ? Cant.
3+ 1, 2. And fo Paul, in enjoying Communion with the Saints
at Rome (peaks of being filld with their company, Rom. 15. 24.
yet his word is dwd pfess. 1’ only inpare, or as our Englith
render it fomewhat filed, and this fo far as Chrift according to
his promife, Matth. 18. 20. is in the midft of them. The fulleft

-ordinances can only fo farfill our hearts with joy .and gladnefs,

as-Chrift is in them. .
And therefore o much more for the moft delightful outward
contentments. Poor broken empty cifterns indeed they are, un-
lefs we bave Chrift with them. The Egyptians take meafure of
the fruitfulnefs of their land by the rile and over-flow of ‘their
River Nilus: and fo may we of our joy and comfort in any
thing by the more full communications of Chrift in and with
all,
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all. So faras he fills, allis full. Elfe it founds hollow, and we
findit cmpty. Fo this purpofeitis thathe in Scripture is wont
to be compared toall fortsof thinks that are ufeful and con-
teatful. He is Hwsband, Fatber,. Friend, Bread, Light, Life,
&c. to thew that the fatisfying fulnes of allthefe isin and from’
him, and that without him if he be not in and with all thofe, they
arc but empty. Heis Al in All thefe, and therefore without
him all thefe and all elfe arenothing.” Unlefs we enjoy Chriff in
_ afriend, our friendfhipisnot every wayfaull. Till we taft fome-

thing of Cbrift in our food, an bungring foxl rifeth up from che
greatelt featt empty. Till he dwell in onr bearts, Epbef. 3. 17.
the Houfe is but empty, and till be take more full poflcflion of it
and more fully manifelt hinufelf, it will not be full. It was by de-
claring Cbrift 8o them,. 1 Fobn 1. 1, 2,3. whereby their joy might
be fully v. 4.

And therefore, as our Saviowr, when he fent his Difciples
abroad, he bad them where they came, to enquire whetber the fon Matth. 10, 11;
~ of Peace were there : fo, the like enquiry after the Prince of Peace Luke 10, 4, 6.

we fhould make in all perfons, Companics, Ordinances, Providen-
ces, Mercies, Enjoyments, But is Chriftin them? Have IChrift ?
or fomething of Chrift withthem? Lefs than Napbtali’s blefling
will not be to me a full portion. 0 Napbtali, [atisfied with favowr
and full with the Bleffing of the Lord, Deut.33.23. 1snothing

but Cbrit that can, that muft fill up my treafures.
2. And doth this Text aflure us that he is both able and willing

- to doit? It doth then fuggeft further matter of Complaint and
Dy For is Chriftin himf{elf fo full, and (o able and willing fo

“ abundantly to fupply us, as to fill even our Treafures, then how is
it that we are fo poor and empty ? that as pofitively, We are full
of other matters, o privatively, (0 empty of Chrilt? O curve in
terras anime, & caleftium inanes! What! The fountain fo full,
and runs with fo full a fiream, and yet runs 1. either wholly wafk
to the moft, and 2. to the no more full watering and inriching of
thofe that make ufe of it! ’

1 fhall pot infift on thofe who either carelefly or wilfully do al-
together negle& or refufe all faving participations of Chrift’s ful-
nefs. Hedifdains to feed fuch full Gomachs with the bread of
life 5 and therefore although fuch deferve to be fleighted that fo
flcight Chrift and his fulne(s, yet this out of pity let me fay to

“them: 1f.you be poor for the outward man, and poor for the in-

ward toc, how miferably poor you? want daily food, and the
Ff bread-
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bread of lifetoo, how hunger-flarved? what! full of wealth, and
bonexr, and days, and yet wholly empty of Chrift! How wofully
empty of peace and comfost will you be at the laft, when you
will be empticd of all thefe, and Chrift, whoonly can then fill
you with joy,be wholly then to feck, becaufe never before ferioufly
and (avingly looked after?

Nay, which is worle, Are youinftead of being filled with Chrif,
and by him with all the fulnefs of God, Are youfull of the World,

' of fip, of felf, of pride, ot malice, &c. unlefs yoube fpecdily

Yu.19. 110

Fobn1. 16.

V. 14.

empty of fuch Stowage asthis, it will'be like that of a Fire-fbip,
which when the train once takes, befides what mifchicf fhe doth
to-others, will moft certainly thacter and fink her felf.  This will
end with being filled with wrath and curfes. Thefe Treafures will
prove Treafures of wrath. Such full Harvelts willbe an beap in
the day of grief, and of defperate forrom. This may confound fuch :
But may very much fbame others, even thofe of us who have
been it may be for many years filling out of Chrift, and yet to this
day are o empty. What narrow-mouth’d veffels we, that fill i
fowly? that when the fountain is (0 full, the Ciflern is {o empty,
what flops the pipe 7 that when there is {uch fulnefs in Chrift, wedo
pot receive Grace for Grace? Grace in usan{werable to that in him?
* when he fo full of grace and sruth, we fhould be o empty of both?
of all that which Chiiftis [0 above meafure full of, and fo ready
according to owr meafureto fill ua with 7 Which therefore methinks
thould naturally put, even force, us upon our duty, And that

is, fecing Chriftis {o fall, and we (0 empty,
1. That the empty pitcber be carried to the full well 5 that by

. faith we go to Chrift, that (Cas the Apoftle faid of the Saints mu-

tual {uplies) fpe 723 Sxevor weelarsupm eig 73 Uudy Usipnua, that the
" abundance of one thould be a fupply for the want of the otber, 2
Cor. 8. 14. fo (much more) thar our emptinefs may be made up
- by his fulnefs. As Creatures, we depend upon the opening of Gods

Quicqnid mibi band tor the filling of our defire, Pfal. 145.15. As Chriftians,
deeft wfirpo  we ave direCed to Chrift as the band by which God gives all3 the
mibi ex vifee- Dyop at which all good comes to us.  Ire ad Fofeph, Go to Fofeph,

ribus Domini

mei, Auguttin, W3S Pharaob’s word to the Egyptians when they cried to bim for

bread, Gen. 41+ 55. Ite ad Fefum, Go to Jelus is God’s dirc@ion
o us when we come to him for a fupply of our wants, in whom
alone as in the Well- Head are laid all thofe Pipes which muft con-
vey all that muft fill our empry Ciflerns. And thercfore as Boaz
would not have Rutb glean in any other field bus bis, Rtb 2. S-
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So it’s the will of God that these fhould be no.other Name und.r
Heaven, which we fhould betake our felves to for falvation, but
Cbhrifis only, A&. 4.12. And therefore out of this full-fored
Magazine let us fill our Treafures. And to this end,

1. Letusbe very fenfible of our ownemptinefs, whillt full of Sui plenus,
Jeif we are empty of Chrift. Yea the full foul loatheth even the Corifti vacuus.
boney comb, Prov. 27. 7. whileft they are the poor in fpirit, and Manb. 5. 3,6.
fuch as bunger and thirft, that make the full meal; and who are
promifcd to be filled and fatisfied, according to that, Luke 1.54.

He batb filled the bungry with goodtbings, but tbe rich be bath fent
empty away. I well, whatneed of the Phyfician # If Rich,what .
necd of further Treafure 2 or of filling, if full already ?

2. Take heed of being full as of {clf, {o of fin, the World or
whatever clfe it may be that intws exiffens may keep out Chrift,
and obftruct the paflage, and hinder all conveyance from his ful-
nefs, What that isin every one of us, experience may beftinform
us. But what ever it is, that rubbife muft be caft out if we would
make room for thefe tresfures. And for this purpofe mark the
coherence of the Text with the Verle fore-going. There Wifdom
faith, I lead in the way of righteoufnefs, and adds in the Text,that
I may canfe them tbat love me to inberis [ubflance, and fill their -
sreafures. That rigbteonfnefs is the way that leads to this fulnefs.

As the Pimift in a Parallel place faith, I will beboldthy face in P/al- 17. 13-
righteoufnefs, and tben I (hall be [atisfied with thy likene/s.

3. Bc{ure to geta Veffel to draw with. Forthis Wellof Facob,

(thouge fwll,yetit) is decp, and therefore sequires fuch a Viflcl,

and that is Faith, and the prayer of Faith. Faithis the band, and

Prayer the Bucket that fetcheth up all from this full well of falva-

tion. We bave not, becanfe we ask not, and we ask and receive Fames 4. 2,3 .

not, becanfe we ask amifs, becaufe not in Faith , and fo came to

receive nothing. It’s little it may be that we pray, and lefs thav Fames 1.6, 9.

we believe that Chrift wil/ and in fome Cafes cax fill us, and fo

we go away cmpty. But were we full of faith, and were a

fpirit of fupplication moxe fully powred omt upon us, furely with it Zech. 13. 10.

and by it fuller meafures of che tulnefs of the bleffing of the Gfpel Rom. 15+ 29

of Chrift would be powred on us. So we read of Stephen, that .

he was full of faith and of the Holy Ghoft, A&t 6. 7. and

again v. 7. full of faith and of powera Aund {0 may we

be of grace, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft, which is un-

fpeakable and full of glory. Thus in the firit place our duty is, in

thgs way to go to Chrilt and his Fulnefs to makeup ours: that
’ Ff 2 as

1Pet. 1.8
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fure, thou {ayh be is but & poor Chrift. 1f not a friend in the want |
of a friend, an habitation when thou art thruft out of Doors, i
not all in the want of all; thou indeed makeft him nothing, and
+ be will be notbing, Gal. 5. 4. at leaft not what he truly is, and
}vhat he here truly promileth thee, and that is to fill thy. trea-
ures. )
4 This might call upon us to follow Ged fully, Numb. 14.24.
. "Numb.32. 4V, gud to fand perfiCt and compleat in all the will of God, Col. 4. 12.
1King. 11+ 6. ‘that our duty and his mercy may hold fome proportion.

5. But Tend all with that which the Texc affords.  And init -
we-tind thac all this of Chrift’s making us to inberis fubjtance,and
to fill our treafwres, is promifed only to them that love bim.

The love of Chritt )

As iy, is the condition of the rhing promifed, or rather of the
perfons to whom it is promifed ; fo it is and thould be the e &

_of it when enjoyed. For if Chrift do all ¢his for us, then to Joze

0 him for it is a very eafie demand 3 Iam fure but a very poor re-
Perfela bea- quital. The things promifed fall nothing fhort of perfe& hap-
titudo.Cartwr. pinefs. They were (olid fubftantial seality, an everlaliing perpe-
' tuity, and over-flowing fulnefs and plenty. And what is Heaven

more? ‘Did they all meet in any carthly commodity, that it were

a folid ftaple commodity, and fuch as would laft, and were there

enough of it, we fhould not with more, it would not want high

prizers and many buyers. Chrift (we have heard) isall this. And

therefore (methinks) it would be very hard if he may not be very

highly prized and much loved forit. 1 pray let ourlove be resl

to him, who is fubftance, conftam to him who s an everlafting

inberisance, and fsllto him who here undertakes o fill our Tres-

fures.
Evenfo Amen Lord Fefus.

SER-
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